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“Thy Way Is in the Sea” 


By Mary Brainerd Smith 


“c HY way is in the sea,’’ O Lord, 
The unplumbed, pathless sea ; — 
And though o’er dreaded depths of woe. 
My ship of life must onward go, 
Thou wilt my Pilot be. 


‘¢ Thy way is in the sea,’’ O Lord, 

The restless, surging sea ; — 
And though by change and turmoil ‘tossed 
My tiny craft can ne’er be lost, 

Since Thou dost pilot me. 


s¢ Thy way is in the sea,’’ yea, ¢’en 
Th’ eternal, boundless sea ; — 
And when my bark is launched at last 
Out o’er that tideless ocean vast, 
Still wilt Thou pilot me. 





Then fear thou not, O soul of mine ;— 
Time nor eternity 
Canst wreck thy ship, since He will keep, 
Th’ Almighty Pilot of the deep, 
Whose * way is in the sea.” 


With— and Without 


We sometimes have many things that 
we could do without. And there are hosts 
of people who are doing without the “one 
thing needful” that they ought to have. 


Moses and Paul, both exceptionally great - 


men, knew what it was to have many: things 
that were not needful; and they gave them 
all up. Moses lived with “the treasures in 
Egypt” for years, but the time came when 
he esteemed “the reproach of Christ greater 
riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he 
had respect unto the recompence of the re- 
ward” (Heb. 11:26). So “by faith he 
forsook Egypt.” Paul had riches, educa- 
tion, social standing, religious leadership. 
“But what things were gain to me, those I 
counted loss for Christ,” the apostle de- 
clared (Phil, 3:7). “I have suffered the 


loss of all things, . that I may win 
Christ,” was his boast. He went without 
things that he might be with Christ. Some 
one has put all this in the following strik- 
ing way: 


A MAN May Go TO HEAVEN 


Without health 
Without wealth. 
Without honors 
Without learning 
Without friends: 


But 


He can never get to Heaven 
Without Christ 


2 
Why the Dark? 


Darkness is sometimes terrifying. 
Often it is puzzling; and it may tempt us 
to discouragement. But when we remem- 
ber that the Lord Jesus Christ is with us 
in the dark, that he is our Shepherd, and 
that his grace is sufficient, we may have 
some of our: best experiences in and be- 
cause of the darkness. A dear child of 
God who has been a missionary in China 
for many years, and who is now living 
quietly in retirement in Canada, is being 


_& 


trusted by her Lord with many experi- 
ences of testing, affliction, and suffering. 
Her beloved husband, physician to bodies 
and souls in the mission field, was taken 
from her years ago. She writes in a per- 
sonal letter to a friend: “We have had 
three and a half years or more of very 
great difficulty; it has been getting harder 
all the time. . . . Still I can truthfully 
say that these were very happy years. The 
Lord did not always give us even what 
we seemed to need most, but he did give 
what he promised; ‘bread shall be given 
y¢1, and your water shall be sure.’ We had 
the beautiful experience of the nearness and 
love of the Lord, the marvelous way he 
worked for us from time to time, and the 
glad assurance that, in spite of the fact 
that it seemed that he did not hear at other 
times, he certainly did; and he was leading 
us in the dark to teach us to trust him more 
fully. All this was absolutely worth while, 
and we would not have missed those years 
for anything.” This devoted, yielded, and 
trusting child of God is not waiting to 
get to Heaven in order to understand “why 
the dark.” We need not: wait, either, if 
God is trusting us with darkness today. 
His Son is with us; and that Son is the 
Sun of righteousness even while we may 
see no light. 
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A Great Bible Institute Day 


EXT year will mark the fiftieth 
N anniversary of one of the greatest 
Bible study movements in the his- 
tory of the Church. Forty-nine years ago 
D. L. Moody began the institution that 
stands today as the greatest outward monu- 
ment of his ministry —the Moody Bible 
Institute, then called the Chicago Bible 
Institute. But D. L. Moody was beginning 
more than an institution, great as that in- 
stitution has become. He was beginning 
a new movement in Christian training and 
in Bible teaching, which has been one of 
the mightiest factors in the spiritual life 
of America for these past fifty years. 
Today there are some seventy-five inter- 
denominational Bible institutes, small and 
large, scattered throughout North America. 
Most of these, directly or indirectly, are 
related to that first training institute begun 
by D. L. Moody. A number of leaders 
in these institutes, recognizing that this 
fiftieth anniversary of the Moody Bible In- 
stitute is also the anniversary of a move- 





This editorial gives valuable suggestions for 
a practical application of the Sunday school 
lesson in this issue, “Ezra Teaching the Law 
of God.” 


ment, had it laid on their hearts to suggest” 
that representatives of the Bible institutes 
gather during the Jubilee to ‘be held at 
Moody —a gathering that might mean a 
new revival: of Bible study and Chris- 
tian faith ‘in América. (The Jubilee 
celebration at the Moody Bible Institute is 
being held to commemorate the founding 
of the Institute, and also the birth of D. L.- 
Moody, February 5, 1837. The Jubilee be- 
gins with Founders’ Week, February 2-9, 
1936, and ends December, 1937.) Dr. 
James M. Gray, then in the closing months 
of his presidency of Moody, heartily wel- 
comed the plan. Dr. Will H. Houghton, 
when he became president of Moody Bible 
Institute, entered enthusiastically into the 
suggestion, and the Institute has generously 
set aside a whole day of the Jubilee pro- 
gram as Bible Institute Day. Wednesday 
of the Jubilee program week has been set 
for the day, and very appropriately it 
falls upon D. L. Moody’s birthday,’ Feb- 
ruary 5. ’ 

The great foundation principles on -which 
D. L. Moody built have in a truly remark- 
able way continued to be the principles 
controlling the Bible institute movement. 
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One aim of this Bible institute convention 
is to sound a trumpet-call to Christians 
everywhere to give those foundations their 
rightful place in the Church of Christ. 

1. First may be mentioned faith in the 
whole Bible as the inspired and infallible 
Word of God. This doctrine, which lies at 
the basis of all evangelical churches, has been 
held to by Bible institutes with unswerving 
loyalty in the midst of the corrupting of 
nearly all the Christian denominations along 
with the majority of their educational in- 
stitutions. 


2. The English Bible is the center of the 
study, with supplementary studies vitally 
related to this supreme Textbook. This 
was a revolution in theological training. 


3. D. L. Moody had a consuming passion 
for souls. He knew the Bible as God’s 
Book of salvation, and was busy day in and 
day out seeking and winning men and 
women, boys and girls. It is not surpris- 
ing, then, that an outstanding characteristic 
of his training institute was soul-winning, 
through personal work, evangelistic preach- 
ing, Bible teaching, and many other 
methods. Today this active soul-winning 
Christian service is a vital part of every 
Bible institute. 


4. A missionary passion to take Christ 
where his name has never been named has 
gripped the Bible institutes, so that an as- 
‘tonishing number of their graduates are 
scattered in all the different. mission fields 
of the world. And year by year they are 
going forth in increasing numbers. 


5. The Bible institute movement has 
helped to call the Church back to the Bible 
emphasis upon the blessed hope of the per- 
sonal return of Christ. It was a living 
hope with D, L. Moody. 

6. Prayer and faith started the Moody 
Bible Institute, and the Bible institute 
movement. Prayer and faith for the indi- 
vidual, and for the institute itself, is still 
5 their great method of Christian advance. 

7. Like all of the greatly used evangelists 
and Christian workers, D. L. Moody had a 
remarkable experience in his life of the full- 
ness of the Holy Spirit. The message of 
the power and fullness of the Spirit has 
therefore been prominent in the teaching of 
the Bible institutes. 

On Bible Institute Day, it is hoped that 
representatives from most of the Bible in- 
stitutes in North America will be present 
in Chicago. Messages will be given on 
these great themes for which the Bible in- 
stitutes have stood, and which are, indeed, 
the foundations of the Christian faith. 

There is one man who has probably con- 
tributed more than any other single leader 
to the Bible institute movement. It was 
hoped that on this day Dr. James M. Gray 
would bring a message on “The Origin and 
Dev velopment of the Bible Institute Move- 
ment.” Dr. Gray has been called to a 
higher place. We would wish that he 
might have been spared for this Jubilee 
celebration, but he will share a greater 
Jubilee, along with D. L. Moody. One of 
Dr. Gray’s co-workers for many years, 
Charlotte A. Cary, wrote of his death to a 
friend: “It was all so sudden. He never 
seemed so well, and was apparently ready 
for anything; something came; he was 
ready.” 

This topic of the history of the Bible 
institute movement will be treated by Dr. 
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Lew Wade Gosnell, Dean of the Bible. In- 
stitute of Pennsylvania, who was.an official 
and member of the Faculty at the Moody 
Institute for thirteen years. 

Dr. Gray’s successor, Dr. Will H. 
Houghton, will speak on “The Future of 
the Bible Institute Movement.” 

The program has not been completed, but 
among the speakers will be the following: 


Dr. Don O. Shelton, president of the - 


National Bible. Institute, New York. City, 
will speak on “Reaching the Unreached 
Masses through Outdoor. Evangelism,” an 
activity that has had notable expression 
through the National Bible Institute. 

Dr. Walter L. Wilson, president of the 
Kansas City Bible Institute, will speak on 
“The Romance of a Doctor’s Visits: Per- 
sonal Work in Soul-Winning.” 

Dr. William B. Riley, president of the 
Northwestern Bible and Missionary Train- 
ing School, will speak on “The Second 
Coming of Christ in Bible and Theological 
Training.” 

The message on “The Challenge of the 
Foreign Missionary Call” will be brought 
by Mrs. Ralph C. Norton, of the Belgian 
Gospel Mission, which makes one of its 
notable forms of service the training of 
native workers in the Bible institutes. 

Dr. Robert C. McQuilkin, president of 
Columbia Bible College, will speak on “The 
Message of the Spirit-Filled Life in Chris- 
tian Teaching and Service.” 
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Other speakers will be Dr.. Howard A. 
Kelly of Baltimore ; the Rev. Herbert Lock- 
yer of Liverpool, England; and the Rev. 
Norman B. Harrison of Minneapolis. 

In addition to the public messages there 
will be several closed sessions of the dele- 
gates to discuss problems, and plans for 
advance. : 

On the day following the Bible Institute 
Day, there will be a meeting of the Evan- 
gelical Teacher Training Association, rep- 
resenting more than sixty Bible institutes, 
including several colleges and seminaries. 
Through this organization, it is hoped to 
carry out some of the helpful things that 
will be discussed on Bible Institute Day. 
Messages will be given by Clarence H. 
Benson, Secretary of the Association, and 
others. 

There is room for a wisely conducted 
interdenominational Bible institute in every 
large town and city in America, co-operat- 
ing with all the evangelical churches. -These 
should, except in a few cases, be evening 
schools, not attempting to build up a board- 
ing department. The excellent course of 
the Evangelical Teacher Training Asso- 
ciation, covering about a year of full-time 
work, should be the basis of the course. 
Those who are interested in starting such 
a school in their community should cor- 
respond with the secretary of the committee 
arranging the Bible Institute Day, and.con- 


(Continued on page 8or) 














Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 














Hoarding and Banking 


We are getting used to figures of 
colossal size, especially in money matters. 
In his interesting department of Today’s 
World News and Bible Prophecy, D. M. 
Panton, of England, said in THe Sunpay 
ScHoot Times of September 14: 


The hoarding of gold, which is to be a 
marked sign of the end (Jas. 5:3), grows 
apace. A striking increase (says the Lon- 
don Times, July 18, 1935) in the deposits 
of “the 10 London Clearing Banks is shown 
in the return for June. For the first time 
since the resumption over 14 years ago of 
the publication of monthly statements by 
these banks the total of their deposits has 
risen to £2,003,451,000. This unprece- 
dentedly high figure shows an increase of 
£133,206, 000 on the deposits of these banks 
a@ year ago.” 


When we remember that an English 
pound is caly a little less than five dollars, 
we see that the figure given for total_de- 
posits amounts in round numbers to some 
$i0,017,255,000; and the increase of de- 
posits amounts to $666,030,000. But the 
significance of these enormous figures is 
evidently not what was suggested in the 
Tim_Es, as the following letter shows, from 
a well known Christian layman and reader 
of the Trmes, Philip A. Benson, President 
of The Dime Savings Bank of Brooklyn: 


There is one statement in the Times for 
September 14 that seems to me to be incor- 
rect. It is on page 591, third paragraph 
of the article by Mr. Panton. The /state- 
ment is made that the deposits in ten Lon- 
don clearing house banks shows an increase 
of over 133 million pounds in a year. This 
increase is taken by your correspondent to 
be an indication of the “hoarding of gold.” 
This, to my mind, is an entirely erroneous 


assumption, I re 1 Bae there is no hoard- 
ing of gold by th ks in London and 
that practically all tee gold in London is in 
the Bank of England. Gold is being used 
today almost entirely for international set- 
tlements. o depositors are hoarding gold 
n=, —_ benanbs they cannot gét the gold 
oard. 


The increase in deposits undoubtedly is 
an indication of the prosperity that has 
been returning to British business. It in- 
por a expansion of credit, not hoarding of 
gold. 


There is no gold in the banks of this 
country. The United States Treasury has 
it all.. The deposits of American banks, 
however, have increased substantially. The 
increase has been due to the large flotation 
of government bonds, causing an expansion 
of credit. 


So large deposits may mean quite the 
opposite of hoarding, and it is encouraging 
to know of the improving business and 
financial conditions in both Great Britain 
and the United States. At the same time, 
while the temporary hoarding that did oc- 
cur in America for awhile may have ceased 
permanently, we know, as Mr. Panton noted 
in calling atterition to James 5:3, that 
riches will increase enormously in the end 
of the age in which we are now living; 
we saw this just before the depression, 
and we shall doubtless see it again in 
greater measure. James writes in divinely 
inspired prophetic forecast of the last days: 
“Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl 
for your. miseries that shall come upon you. 
Your riches are corrupted, and your gar- 
ments are motheaten. Your gold and silver 
is cankered; and the rust of them shall 
be a witness against you, and shall eat 
your flesh as it were fire. .Ye have heaped 
treasure together for the last days.” 
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Jewish Colonists Who Are Fulfilling Prophecy 


The changes wrought in Palestine by scientific farming 











By George T. B. Davis | 














Palestine is a real romance of pioneer- 

ing. These colonies have played no 
small part in the restoration and rehabili- 
tation of the land. The early colonists 
were handicapped not only by the barren 
condition of the soil but also by the anti- 
quated methods of agriculture then in use. 
The difficulties they have overcome, and 
the victories they have achieved, constitute 
a modern epic of agriculture. 

The first Jewish colony was established 
less than sixty years ago by a group of 
Jews living in Jerusalem. Ip those early 
days the growth of colonies was slow and 
the capital limited. But during the last 
fifteen years all this has been changed. 
The Jewish Agency raises funds from in- 
terested Jews all over the world for pur- 
chasing land in Palestine and for making 
loans to settlers to build homes and pro- 
vide needed agricultural equipment. 

Groups of prospective colonists in Europe 
are often trained for a couple of years in 
agricultural methods before they emigrate 
to Palestine. Frequently, people of one 
community, who know one another well, 
band themselves together for pioneer train- 
ing preparatory to their coming to Pales- 
tine. Arriving, they form the nucleus of 
a new colony in the land of Israel. Thus 
these newcomers in the land feel less lonely 
and work together. better than with 
strangers. 


Swamps and Barrens Become Fertile 


Today there are about 180 Jewish colonies 
in Palestine. The colonies recently estab- 
lished make full use of the latest scientific 
methods of enriching and tilling the soil, 
and as a result they have gone forward by 
leaps and bounds. What the Jewish colon- 
ists have accomplished in a few short years 
is nothing less than a modern fniracle. 
Swampy marshes have been drained and 
filled in; barren lands have been trans- 
formed into fertile fields; and the land that 
has been. desolate for centuries is being 
changed into a veritable Garden of Eden. 

Long ago the prophet Ezekiel gave a 
graphic picture of what is taking place 
in Palestine today in connection with the 
work of the Jewish colonies: 

“But ye, O mountains of Israel, ye shall 
shoot forth your branches, and yield your 
fruit to my people of Israel; for they are 
at hand to come. For, behold, I am for 
you, and I will turn unto you, and ye shall 
be tilled and sown... And I will mul- 
tiply upon you man and beast; and they 
shall increase and bring fruit: and I will 
settle you after your old estates, and will 
do better unto you than at your beginnings: 
and ye shall know that I am the Lord” 
(Ezek. 36:8, 9, 11). 

The success achieved by the Jewish col- 
onies has been due in no small measure to 
‘the work of the agricultural experimental 
stations. Mr. S. Zemach, who is connected 
with the extension department of the ex- 
perimental stations, has written an interest- 
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Test story of the Jewish colonies in 





Inspired. words full of hope for the 
little land of Palestine were spoken 
2,500 years ago by Ezekiel. “For, 
behold, I am for you,” said the Lord, 
“and ye shall be tilled and sown.” 
The world for the most part has been 
ignorant of this sure word of prophecy, 
but there it has stood all these years, 
and today it is being fulfilled. In this 
seventh article of his series Mr. Davis 
tells of the transformations that mod- 
ern farming methods are producing in 
that once barren land. 








ing booklet on the difficulties encountered 
by the early colonists, and the remarkable 
results won by diligent and persevering 
toil. He says: 

“The Jew has always wrestled with his 
soil. He watched over it carefully, fer- 
tilizing, digging. The evidences are still 
manifest in the terraced hillsides that re- 
main unto this day. The peoples that set- 
tled in Palestine after the Jews were exiled 
knew nothing of such matters. In all the 
years of their sojourn upon its soil they 
never nurtured or fertilized it at all. They 


always took from the soil, but never made 


it any returns. And if, from year to year 
and generation to generation, the soil went 
from bad to worse and yielded only grudg- 
ing ‘harvests, the native farmer fought want 
with his one and only weapon: submission. 
Into such surroundings of deterioration and 
decay came the Jewish pioneer with the 
dream of redemption in his heart! Zionist 
colonization was the first to stress the 
poverty of the ‘land flowing with milk and 
honey,’ and to seek for ways and means 
of restoring its ancient fecundity.” 

Thus far the Jewish colonists have been 
importing expensive chemical fertilizers to 
enrich the soil that had been so long 
neglected. Soon, however, it will no longer 
be necessary to bring in fertilizers from 
abroad. An abundant supply of potash for 
fertilizing has been found in the waters 
of the Dead Sea, within their own borders. 
How marvelously our God works! When 
great quantities of fertilizer were needed 
to restore the soil to its ancient fertility, 
this supply of potash, concealed for ages 
in the Dead Sea, was suddenly discovered 
and made available! 


Striking Water Deep Underground 

But fertilizer was not the only thing 
that was needed by the colonists to make 
the soil of Palestine most productive. An 
abundant supply of water was required. 
In ancient times the necessary water was 
provided by the early and the latter rains. 
But for centuries past the rainfall in Pal- 
estine has been entirely insufficient. It is 
true that in recent years the rainfall has 
increased, but it is still quite inadequate. 

The Jewish colonists soon came to real- 
ize that they must have more water and 
that irrigation was necessary. Great prog- 
ress has been made in utilizing the rivers 
and lakes of Palestine for irrigation pur- 


poses. Millions of cubic- meters of water 
are now taken annually from the Sea of 
Galilee, the river Jordan, and other streams. 


“ Recently a new water supply for irriga- 


tion has been introduced by the use of 
modern methods of tapping underground 
sources. By centrifugal pumps, wells are 
being bored to depths of 200 to more than 
500 feet. Frequently an abundant supply 
of water is secured from these lower levels, 

It is due to the Jewish colonists that 
dairy farming has become an important 
factor in the development of modern Pales- 
tine. By cross-breeding native cows with 
a Dutch strain the annual yield of milk per 
cow has been doubled in a few years. In 
a similar manner, poultry raising has been 
greatly developed. Mr. Zemach speaks 
with pardonable pride of these two achieve- 
ments: “Both in dairying and in poultry 
raising, the Jewish settler has been the 
pioneer of modern methods in the Near 
East, and has spread the new knowledge 
from Palestine to the neighboring countries, 
Cyprus, for example, now buys Palestin- 
ian bulls for breeding. Egypt sends agri- 
cultural experts to study Jewish dairying 
methods. Syria recently purchased thou- 
sands of eggs from the Emek (a prosper- 
ous colonized area) for hatching, in order 
to introduce the improved breeds on its own 
farms. The Ministry of Agriculture in 
Egypt uses our coops as models.” 


Millions of Dollars for Upper Galilee 


The most interesting large area of land 
recently acquired for colonizing purposes 
in Palestine is the Huleh Valley district. 
This new concession is in Upper Galilee, 
and includes the Lake of Merom. The 
purchase of this area has been hailed ‘by 
Jews as an achievement that “marks the 
turning of a new page in the history of 
our national colonization.” In ancient 
times the Huleh district was one of the 
most fertile and, according to Josephus, 
one of the most populous in Palestine. 

The purchase of the Huleh concession 
at a cost of nearly a million dollars is only 
the first step in the establishing of Jewish 
colonies in this area. At the Zionist In- 
formation Bureau in. Jerusalem we were 
told that several million dollars will be 
spent in draining the swamps and making 
the area ready for settlers. It is estimated 
that the new acquisition will provide com- 
fortable support for 30,000 people. One 
feature of the restoration plan is very in- 
teresting —the Arab people now living 
in the district will not be cast out, but 
will be given a portion of the land after 
it has been drained. 

During our stay in Jerusalem we heard 
so much of this newly acquired area of 
land and water north of the Sea of Gali- 
lee that we were eager to see it before 
we left Palestine. Following our visit 
to Haifa, we set out by motor for the 
Sea of Galilee and the Huleh district. We 


reached the blue waters of the most famous 
(Continued on page 795) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 
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By Ernest Gordon 











6 LESSED Are the Peacemakers.” — 
B Captain Etienne Bach is a French 


Protestant officer of the highest . 


standing, member of the General Staff, and 
decorated for gallantry under fire by the 
French and other governments, who is 
now devoting himself to a Christian 
movement for peace. He is, he says, 
not a pacifist, but a pacifier, one who 
lays stress not on political agitation but 
on Christian intercession and Christian 
fraternity. He is active in the Inter- 
national Committee of Christian Officers, 
which contains representatives from every 
country, and the president of which is 
Baron von Gell of Holland; but his 
own organization, in which there are al- 
ready 50,000 members, has the name of 
Chevaliers Servants du Prince de la Paix. 
This organization has conventions and sum- 
mer camps in which young people of differ- 
ent countries meet for prayer and for teach- 
ing regarding peace. “The effect of these 
gatherings of young people is remarkable, 
and in twenty years’ time their influence 
in various lands should be enormous.” 
Captain Bach tells how he came to the 
conviction that vital Christianity alone 
could prevent war. During the occupation 
of the Ruhr he was stationed in the vil- 
lage of Atteln as staff officer with a Ger- 
man officer as his chief. “It was Easter- 
tide, and on Good Friday God summoned 
us both to take Holy Communion side by 
side. The effect upon us was a revelation 
of the power of the Holy Spirit. Thence- 
forth we were on the best possible terms 
andthe little town became entirely tran- 
quil.” 

At another time, near Essen, a hungry 
German mob of some 12,000 persons were 
on the point of attacking the town hall in 
which two companies of French troops 
were stationed: He felt that he might have 
to open fire with machine guns. “At that 
moment there came.upon me a realization 
of the power of prayer. I felt an inspira- 
tion to address this raging crowd which 
presently quieted and listehed to me as if 
we were in church. Then it was as if I 
received a direct command from God to 
order my men to lay aside their arms and 
to use the divine power to repulse the 
crowd. It suddenly melted away, and in a 
few moments the town hall square was 
clear. In the evening I found provision 
for these hungry miners and their fam- 
ilies, 

“After this I was regarded as their 
friend and invited to speak in German 
churches. Every day for two months I 
conducted an evangelistic service in a hall. 
Though offered promotion in the Army I 
resigned to take up a ministry of peace and 
good will to which I felt God had called 
me, organizing both young Frenchmen and 
young Germans in a common society.” 

Bewitched.—“German Believers” are 


now protesting against the use of A. D. 
and B. C. They insist that Germans should 


not recognize Christ by putting him at the 
center of history. They should use other 
terms, “before the turn of time,” “after 
the turn of time.” Do they not see that 
Christ is indeed the turning point? Of his 
coming the apostle uses the phrase “the 
fulness of time.” It is impossible to get 
away from this dating which is stamped in 
all history. Think of attempting to re- 
vise historical dates from some German 
event such as the defeat of Varus in A. D. 
9. All historical works would have to be 
altered, and the confusion would be in- 
extricable, 

Notices are appearing in German news- 
papers which give expression to this folly. 
Thus a father announces the birth of a 
daughter named Heide, which might be 
translated “Pagana.” (In ‘Russia girls are 
afflicted with revolutionary names such as 
Lenina, Octobra, and Barricada.) The 
name Heidrun, very much in German 
vogue, is a variant of the same name, 
“Heathen.” In the correspondence columns 
ohe often reads that a German heathen seeks 





Palestine Prosperity 





An organization to train the per- 
sonnel of ships of all descriptions 
steaming in and out of Palestinian 
harbors has been formed in Pales- 
tine. It will seek to encourage the 
investment of Jewish capital in mar- 
ine business and to train Jews as 
ship-builders and dock-workers as 
well as sailors, stewards, and other 
ship help. 

Rumors of the great prosperity 
of Palestine have come to. Central 
Europe, and hundreds of Christian 
peasants in the villages of Carpatho- 
Russia are besieging the rabbis to 
accept them as Jews so that they 
can go thither. Many are trudging 
to Prague to make the same request 
of the Palestinian bureau there. 











acquaintance with a blonde German heathen 
girl with marriage as the end in view. 
Even worse is the announcement that a 
German Antichrist, of thirty years of 
age, wishes to marry a young woman of 
the same opinions. 

The Russian fool says in his heart, 
“There is no God.” The German folly is 
to deny God in Christ. 


A Great Missionary Gone.—Kendall 
Gale, a wonderful pioneer in Madagascar, 
has left behind him, after 27 years of work, 
250 village churches and many schools. He 
traveled unarmed among desperately hos- 
tile peoples, carrying only Bible, medicine 
chest, and gramophone, this last affording 





effective introduction among surly faces 
and opposition, His colleague, Walter 
Huckett, writes of him: 

“Nothing could stop him, neither dis- 
tances nor swollen, crocodile-infested rivers, 
nor weariness, nor even sickness. He had 
no other thought but.for his people. He 
despised all luxuries and many oi the neces- 
sities of life, living on boiled rice for 
months, yet withal keeping fit and vigorous. 
Strong, handsome, devoted, stern, — he .was 
the terror of the local governors in that 
he knew all French cotomal regulations 
from A to Z@ better than they did them- 
selves. He was proficient in French and 
an eloquent preacher in the vernacular, hav- 
ing made his first address within a month 
of. arriving on the island. He worked 
among the Marofotsy, outcaste peoples liv- 
ing amid the inaccessible, fever-haunted 
swamps of the north of Madagascar.” 

In the last number of World Dominion 
Mr. Gale told a thrilling story of church 
planting. These Marofotsy are about the 
last word in sin and degradation, — 
drunken, saturated with disease due to un- 
restrained immorality, engaged in feuds 
which seemed nothing short of Devil pos- 
session. Polygamy and promiscuity are 
everywhere, and scorcery is employed by 
all and sundry to strike with disease and 
death. Death-dealing poisons _ secretly 
dropped into a family water pot or an 
enemy’s rice when eating with him; girls 
married at nine and often ravished earlier ; 
old and sick thrown out to die; banditry 
everywhere! All in all, a true kingdom 
of Satan. 

Yet Mr. Gale could say: “Never in all 
my journeys during more than twenty-six 
years have I stood before a group of the 
rawest savages and preached Christ to them 
without finding an almost immediate ac- 
knowledgment. that what I declared and 
taught was good and right, even though 
they may have been for the moment, or 
for years, unwilling to accept and follow 
it.” 

Long after his arrival in Madagascar 
there was not a church of any kind among 
the Marofotsy. The first suggestion of mis- 
sion work among this utterly abandoned 
people came from the people themselves 
who sent a tousled, dirty representative 
thirty-five days’ march with the message, 
“We have heard that there is a praying 
man in Anjozorobe, and we wish to be 
taught praying.” <A spark of fire under 
a ton of ashes! This savage presented 
Mr. Gale with a dirty, torn, crumpled, dog- 
eared scrap of paper with a few illegible 
crosses upon it in pencil, their petition for 
a church and a teacher. There was not 
a single letter on it, only crosses! 


Communism in China.—The Christian 
Century reprimands Dr. Sherwood Eddy 
for his lack of sympathy with Chinese 
Communism. In The Chronicle of the 
London Missionary Society we have pic- 
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tures of Communist activity about Ting- 
chow. 

“Life under the Communist régime has 
been a nightmare, people not knowing from 
day to day if they would be seized, im- 
prisoned, or put to death. Naeng Fa, sixty 
miles north, is the place that suffered most, 
Of 30,000 inhabitants 12,700 have been 
killed by the Reds, — not soldiers, but ordi- 
nary people. Whole streets are now de- 
serted and whole families wiped out. 
Women have been beaten and tortured. 
Men who were put to guard the city at 
night (no one else dared to be out after 
dark) tell stories of women, twenty or 
thirty at a time, herded out of the city 
at dead of night and of Red soldiers com- 
ing back later with baskets of clothes and 
rings and hair ornaments but no women. 
Mr. Tshia, a preacher and native of that 
place, was put to death by the Reds last 
year, and all that remains of his family 
is a wife who is mad and a child of under 
two years. Another ex-preacher, Mr. Mu 
Shao Thong, who was in business there, 
met with a horrible death at the hands 
of the Reds.” 

When Sherwood Eddy was evangelizing 
Amoy sixteen years ago a confirmed rob- 
ber cut a hole through the matting and 
listened, He was struck to the heart and 
secured a worker to sign a card for him 
when the call came for penitents. The 
Chinese Recorder tells the sequel. The 
robber started to preach, resolving to win 
into the Christian life as many as he had 
killed. He began work for robbers and 
pirates in his home district. More than 
a hundred joined the church as a result. 
In two villages the residents had for gen- 
erations followed robbery as a profession. 
He reached thirty of their leaders, and 
the villagers have given up robbery for 
farming. This Christian worker cannot 
write, but keeps a record with the help 
of others. He then draws a rough picture 
of a tree with branches on which he in- 
dicates the fruits he finds developing in 
their lives, 

Oh, Mr. Eddy! Turn back to this work 
and let some one else organize tourist 
groups to Soviet Russia. This single con- 
vert has done more for China than all the 
Communism that has come out of Russia, 
as you well know. Here is life and heal- 
ing; there is cruelty and suffering and dis- 
order and death. 


An Active Veteran.—Alfred E. Seddon, 
for many years Paris correspondent of 
the Christian Standard of Cincinnati, now 
in his ninetieth year, was obliged to settle 
in the Southwest in order to get relief 
from asthma. He writes me: 

“I am especially glad to read Dr. Ra- 
hard’s testimony concerning M. Faivre’s 
annotated New Testament. Like him, I 
consider the annotations ‘consummate.’ 
They lend new interest even to those who 
for many years have read and loved the 
New Testament. ’ 

“It may interest you to know that since 
last September, when M. Faivre sent me 
2,000 copies of the Spanish translation of 
his French edition, I have succeeded in 
placing 1,325 in the hands of Christian 
workers on both sides of the Rio Grande 
del Norte, along the Pacific Coast, in New 
Mexico, Arizona, Texas, Puerto Rico, and 
the Argentine. Only yesterday I mailed 


: ger.” 
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100 to a convention of Christian workers 
in San Luis, Potosi, Mexico, at the ear- 
nest request of Sr. Luis Marquez, who, a 
few weeks ago, received 100 I sent to him 
in the city of Mexico. I am holding regu- 
lar meetings with the students of the Lydia 
Patterson Institute of El Paso (Texas), 
among whom are about a score who are 
preparing for Christian work among the 
Spanish-Americans of this region. All 
evangelical workers whom I know are de- 
lighted with M, Faivre’s New Testament.” 


Worshiping Under the Shadow of Com- 
munism.—F, A. Brown of Suchowfu re- 
lates that, when a second time he was 
fleeing from his station at the urgent re- 
quest of the American consul, he was ap- 
proached at the train by a Chinese friend 
who said, “We are greatly ashamed that 
you have to flee from the very people you 
have come to minister to and to save. 
Please accept some money from me to help 
defray your traveling expenses.” Then he 
continued: “I was in Nanking when the 
Communists came and looted and killed. 
I was standing by the road when I saw, 
coming down through the city toward one 
of the big city gates, a gang of soldiers 
with Mr. Lewis Lancaster in their midst. 
I could do nothing for him because I was 
in disguise. Had I revealed my identity 
I would have been killed as I belonged to 
the enemy’s forces, but, as I looked at Mr. 
Lancaster in such danger, I could not but 
remember how the soldiers led the Saviour 





The Revival of 


Paganism 








New heathen are reporting them- 
selves elsewhere than in Germany. 
~ In Hungary certain curious folk are 
trying to revive the old Hunnish 
‘traditions in sacrifice to Hadur, the 
Scythian war god. They would re- 
new the great memories of Attila, 
the Scourge of God. So in Poland 
a union called Stew, organized 
among the young peasantry, con- 
trasts the vigorous tradition of the 
early Slavs with Christianity which, 
they say, has brought Polish society 
to its present worm-eaten corrup- 
tion. Christianity it declares to be 
a cemetery, which no doubt is true 
of the type they are conversant with, 
Polish Catholicism. 











without the city through a city gate to 
crucify him.” 

Communist soldiers occupied the four 
Presbyterian churches in Suchowfu, and 
several times Mr. Brown slipped back to 
encourage the church members. The mili- 
tary cloaks of these brutal, atheistic soldiers 
were hanging on the walls of the church 
above their blankets, spread on the church 
floor. In one corner they were washing 
their clothes and talking. “We begged them 
to be a little quiet for an hour, The point 
is that the Christians were coming to wor- 
ship even against such opposition and dan- 
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Mr. Hwang, government schoolteacher 
and church member, who had drifted away, 
said recently to Mr. Brown: “When | go 
by the church and hear Christians singing 
I long to join them, for I have learned 
that there is no comfort out in the world, 
Only in such a church can I find real com- 
fort and fellowship.” And Mr. Peng, a 
government student recently admitted to 
church membership, explained his applica- 
tion with the words, “There is no meaning 
in life apart from the Christian religion.” 


Confession and Restitution in Africa. 
—The English Baptist Mission among the 
Bolobo, Congo Free State, has been visited 
by the Spirit of God after a time of dead- 
ness and declension. It began with the 
quickening of a carpenter who had read 
“Sammy Morris, the Kru boy who sought 
the fullness of the Holy Spirit,” and passed 
from him to others. There has been con- 
fession, restitution, struggle in prayer, 
transformation of character, a revival of 
evangelism. The hymn “Far, far away, 
in heathen darkness dwelling” has become 
the outstanding hymn of the revival. Nine- 
teen young men have gone out in all direc- 
tions, usually in pairs, preaching the Gos- 
pel. Pastor-evangelists in the back-lands 
are calling for help because of the too large 
catch of fish, They are asking for direc- 
tions as to how to deal with people broken 
down, crying aloud under conviction. This 
rapid multiplication of inquirers in a big 
district has driven the workers to prayer, 
for many have not hitherto had «he spir- 
itual. qualifications needed. 


Hundreds are attending instruction 


classes, and New Testaments never sold so . 


fast. Bolobo is 500 miles from the Atlan- 
tic Coast, and the work covers an area of 
10,000 square miles, with teacher-evangel- 
ists in every important village. 


Brief Notes.—In the old Carmelite 


Church in Dublin is an altar over which, 


is inscribed the words Ite ad Josephum, 
(“Go to Joseph”). These words of Pha- 
raoh to the Joseph of the Old Testament 
are applied to Joseph, the husband of 
Mary. . . . On the second of June, 
1935, Sunday again became the day 
of rest in Constantinople after a lapse of 
more than a thousand years. The first de- 
cree which made Sunday, the day of 
Christ’s resurrection, the rest day in Con- 
stantinople was, on the seventh of March, 
A. D. 321, proclaimed by the Emperor Con- 
stantine. ... One of the ablest and most 
oyal exponents of the theology of the Atone- 
ment, Professor Robert Jelke of Heidelberg, 
has been called to the chair of systematic 
theology in the University of Berlin. When 
will Yale and Union call men of this opin- 
ion to their important chairs? . .. In Gali- 
cian Poland we are told that in practically 
every village there are Protestant witnesses 
where a few years ago they were almost 
unheard of. . . . American Presbyterian 
schools in Chile have more than a thousand 
boys and girls from the ages of six to twenty, 
nearly all from Roman Catholic families. 
. .. Four new auto busses for open-air 
missions were recently dedicated at the 
Moody Bible Institute. “Communism and 
atheism are on the street corners,” said 
President Houghton. “By the grace of 


God we are going to the corners with the 


Gospel message.” 
GoTHENBURG, SWEDEN. 
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Ralph Norton’s Love Story 


Looking back over thirty-two happy years, when 
two walked as one with 


me seer ernaeeh reremmar seas 
Wat nt emai nn ne 


By Edith F. Norton 








two years of age and, facing a future 
of Christian work, he felt that God, 
somewhere in the world, must have for 
him a suitable helpmeet. His fancy had 
settled on several young women during his 
college days, but in each case the attrac- 
tion had ended in disillusionment. Now 
with the end of his missionary preparation 
in sight, he gave the matter serious thought. 
A year after Norton entered the Moody 
Institute, a very young woman named Edith 
Fox had made her appearance. In 1900, 
the old row of buildings on La Salle Street, 
called respectivély the “House” and the 
“Annex,” were still being employed, and 
Miss Fox was lodged in the latter building 
under the watchful eye of .Miss Charlotte 
Cary, Assistant Superintendent of Women. 
It needed to be a very watchful eye where 
Miss Fox was concerned, for she was fresh 
from college, where her set had been of 
the gayest, and she was very new to the 
Christian life. It was amazing how many 
young men, friends and acquaintances of 
this young woman, happening to be going 
through “Chicago, found their way to this 
dingy quarter and rang the bell of the 
Annex to the manifest disapproval of the 
elderly occupants. At that time the women 
students were much older as an average 
than the present day students, and Miss 
Fox at twenty, semed to them almost a 
child. But as time went on, her fellow 
students came to see her worldly associa- 
tions and friendships relinquishing their 
+ehold on her, and a quiet seriousness and 
’ devotion taking the place of her preliminary 
frivolousness, 


Early Days at the Moody Institute 


When she first arrived, the gravity and 
sedateness ‘of the place almost proved too 
much for her new found consecration. She 
was fresh from scenes of ambition and 
worldly pleasure, and because of her real 
musical talent the world would not easily 
let her go. She remembers well, one sim- 
ple soul at the Annex, whose rusticated 
manners irritated -her intensely and _ be- 
cause of whom she was almost determined 
to quit the school. But a few months later 
Edith Fox was sitting at the feet of this 
simple Christian woman, learning from her 
lessons of devotion and spiritual discipline. 
She can hear yet, in imagination, the voice 
of R—— at her door at 6 A. M., “Time to 
get up, Miss Fox.” That meant she must 
quickly rise and have a cold bath and be 
at her personal devotions before the break- 
fast bell should ring. 

Ralph Norton met Edith Fox some 
weeks after her arrival at the Institute, 
but the first meeting evidently left little 
impression on him. It was later, when 
she had become a whole-souled worker in 
Institute ranks, singing the hymns of the 
Gospel, and otherwise doing her loyal best 
in Christ’s service, that the young. man 
began to turn his thoughts toward her. 


RRivve x NORTON was now thirty- 


Sleigh rides in winter, a scholarship 
at the Moody Institute, earnest prayer 
for guidance, an illness, and a bunch of 
violets— ail these had a part in the 
beginning of this marriage made in 
Heaven. It could not have been an 
easy task for Mrs. Norton to live over 
again those early days, and to put into 
writing these details of her own life 
story. But many will be grateful to 
her for doing so, for this chapter from 
her biography of Mr. Norton, from 
which parts are given here, will help 
many young people to see how a life 
partner should be chosen; and it pre- 
sents an intimate picture of two well 
known Christian workers who have 
been greatly blessed in God’s service. 

Mrs. Norton’s stirring book, “ Ralph 
Norton and the Belgian Gospel Mis- 
sion,” which is a handsome, illustrated 
volume of 253 pages, may be ordered 
at $2 a copy from the Times Book 
Service, 1721 Spring Garden Street, 
Philadelphia. 








There were boat excursions across Lake 
Michigan, and student sleigh rides in win- 
ter, interspersed with occasional visits; but 
when the spring of I901 came, with the 
expiration of her scholarship, Edith Fox 
returned to her home in Iowa not planning 
a return to the Institute. There, near to 
her home, was a young man to whom she 
had pledged herself in less consecrated days, 
and it seemed as though her future now 
might be handed over into his hands. But 
God decreed otherwise. 

Back in the Institute Ralph Norton was 
praying with a special prayer associate, 
Charles Houck, that if Edith Fox were 
God’s choice for him, it might be made 
wholiy clear to him. I have no doubt that 
Norton reminded the Lord that he had 
thought he knew his heart in the past, 
but had been mistaken, so that now, dis- 
trusting his own inclination, he counted on 
the Lord a#one to lead in the choice. He 
felt he had his answer, and synchronizing 
with this decision, came the award of a 
second scholarship to Miss Fox, so that 
early summer found her again in Chicago. 


Charles Houck, Amateur Detective 


One day she noticed Ralph Norton in 
class looking weak and ill; his health was 
none the best those days of study. Going 
out, her impulsive heart was stirred to 
active sympathy and she purchased a bunch 
of violets and confided them to a small 
boy to deliver to Mr. Norton. There was 
nothing connected with the gift to suggest 
her as the giver, and she went her inno- 
cent way, sure of guarding her anonymity. 
But the prayer partner, Charles Houck, 
had seen the little transaction in the street 
when the violets were confided to the smail 
boy, and seeing the same bunch in‘ Nor- 
ton’s possession a short time afterward, 
could he be blamed for imparting the 
knowledge he possessed? A very confused 
Miss Fox was thanked, next morning, hy a 


grateful young man, and for him had come 
a fresh confirmation of his strong attraction. 

I find myself looking back across the 
years with a sense of tender pity as I re- 
gard the little figure of the Edith of those 
days, sO young, so inexperienced, so un- 
mindful and unaware of what God was 
hoiding in reserve for her, of joy, of in- 
estimable privilege in service, and of sor- 
row. Could she have seen across the years 
the face of the little child, their own, whose 
brown eyes closed in death so early on 
life’s way, in whose little hands lay another 
bunch of violets, placed there by her young 
husband, who always at their wedding anni- 
versary placed a bunch in her own hands. 
And then across the years, a generation of 
time later, when she should stand by an 
open grave in Belgium and throw down 
upon the coffin of that same beloved hus- 
band, a final bunch of violets, seal of their 
undying eternal love, “until the day break, 
and the shadows flee away.” 


One Hot, July Day... 


But that day, with the dawn of an un- 
suspected love in her own soul, came a 
consciousness that there could be no thought 
of an alliance with the other. A few days 
later, after having written him asking to 
be released, his answer came, giving reluc- 
tant assent. It was a broiling July-day when 
Edith Fox started out from the Institute 
for a walk, with this letter, by chance, on 
her person. Set met Ralph Norton, and 
as they walked he told her of his prayer, 
and his assurance that for him there could 
never be anyone but herself, and at once 
she knew, that for herself also, for time, 
for eternity, he alone would fill the sanc- 
tuary of her heart. Thus did God bring 
about the union that he designed from all 
eternity, not only for the exceeding happi- 
ness of two of his children, but for the 
executing of his divine plans in regard to 
a portion of his Kingdom. 

On April 16, 1902, the lovers were mar- 
ried and began their joint labors that were 
to extend over thirty-two years, until the 
one was called Home. Early in their mar- 
ried life, Ralph Norton wrote to the dearly 
loved mother of his wife: “You know 
how dear Edith’s and my love for each 
other is; and it grows increasingly every 
day. I am sure, Mother, that our mar- 
riage was made in Heaven. You know 
how our wedding day was, and while I 
look back to it with pleasant memories, 
and it brought some things no other day 
can ever bring, yet our love is so much 
larger and fuller and more satisfying than 
it was then. Jt is so rich and deep that 
it most' breaks my heart some days. I feel 
that you should know all this as her dear 
mother. Then the things God has in 
store for us bring such rich joy as we con- 
template them all.” In after years there 
were months of separation, during the war, 
one long stretch of ten months. His let- 
ters during these absences were as a string 
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of pearls to the one who received and cher- 
ished them, no less ardent nor devoted than 
those she had received during the days of 
youth. 

In one absence he had written his wife, 
“T feel a touch of what it would be to be 
without you in this world. The light of 
the world would have gone out if you were 
not here.” But to her was given the priv- 
ilege of bearing for a little time the sorrow 
of separation, that might have crushed his 
gentle spirit. It was for her, not for him, 
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to know the anguish of giving back to 
God the spirit which had for so long been 
blended with her own. But that very 
anguish was shot through with beams of 
peace and joy as from the presence of the 
Lord, as, rejoicing in the memory of a 
matchless love, she presses forward along 
the path of their God-appointed task, know- 
ing that soon will come the evening of 
rest, the opened door into Glory, the pres- 
ence of the Lord, and the shining of the 
beloved face. 








The Glory of Billy 


As three thousand people gathered to pay 
their last tribute to the great evangelist 





Sunday's Last Trail 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth 

















OD’S dear servant, Billy Sunday, 

the outstanding figure in the evan- 

gelistic world during two decades, 
has gone to his rest, but his fervent, de- 
voted soul goes marching on, Although he 
was somewhat out of the public eye of 
late, God saw to it that his sun came out 
in a world-wide flash of divine glory that 
arrested the attention of millions before it 
sank beneath the horizon for the last time. 
“Billy” finished his wonderful career for 
God as a head-liner in newspapers and a 
foremost character in radio news. Leading 
newspapers featured strips of pictures from 
his life in action. Men and women in all 
walks of life were made to realize that in 
his death a great man and a prince had 
fallen. 

Billy Sunday had many bitter enemies. 
All men did not speak well of him. Often 
he was the song of drunkards and a sign 
to be spoken against. Critics frequently 
saw only sawdust, but multitudes who “hit 
the sawdust trail” were transformed by 
the Spirit of God. His effective sermons 
proved the apostolic power of his message. 
He preached Christ and salvation “full, 
free, perfect, and eternal” through the Lamb 
of God. His foes were implacable. They 
peddled the lies of Satan before his cam- 
paigns opened and after they closéd. He 
is now beyond the strife of tongues. He 
has had an abundant entrance into the 
presence of his Lord. In the coming King- 
dom of Christ we should not be surprised 
to find “Biily” reigning over “two,” “five,” 
or “ten” cities. He would make a great 
millennium mayor for Chicago! One of 
the songs featured at his funeral services 
stressed the thought that God’s tomorrow 
will be better than today. 


Billy Sunday’s body lay in state in the 
Moody Memorial Church, Chicago, for 
more than five hours before the funeral 
service. Thousands of men and women 
looked upon his peaceful face. His set 
jaws and straight-lined lips seemed to in- 
dicate a resolution of spirit to, glorify his 
Lord even in death. In spite of the in- 
clement weather, more than three thousand 
people gathered in the great auditorium 
of Moody Church to pay their last respects 
to a good soldier of Jesus Christ. Presi- 
dent and Mrs. Roosevelt sent telegrams of 
condolence, and others from representative 
men in various walks of life were sent to 
“Ma” Sunday. : Judge Kenesaw Landis: of 
baseball officialdom, and others well known 


in secular and religious circles, attended 
the funeral. The Chicago Cubs sent flowers. 

The ministers who participated respected 
“Billy’s” request for a funeral service full 
of Gospel hope and Christian cheer. Dr. 
John Timothy Stone, President of the 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary, and 
Dr. H. A. Ironside, pastor of Moody Me- 
morial Church, delivered addresses. The 
Scriptures were read by Dr. Henry Hep- 
burn, pastor of Buena Memorial Presbyte- 
rian Church, and Dr. Will H. Houghton, 
President of Moody Bible Institute. Homer 
Rodeheaver and other associates partici- 
pated in the musical features. Among the 
pallbearers were Judge Landis, Henry P. 
Crowell, and Thomas S. Smith. 

Billy Sunday’s last trail was shot through 
and through with the glory of God. 

“Now the laborer’s task is o’er; 

Now the battle day is past; 

Now upon the farther shore 

Lands the voyager at last. 

Father, in thy gracious keeping, 

Leave we now thy servant sleeping.” 


Jewish Colonists Who Are 
Fulfilling Prophecy 
(Continued from page 791) 


lake in the world shortly after the noon 
hour. 

That afternoon we visited the place where 
once stood the ancient city of Capernaum, 
and saw anew how fully the woe pro- 
nounced by our. Lord against the city had 
been fulfilled. We also saw the traditional 
site of the city of Bethsaida, the home of 
Andrew, Peter, and Philip. The judgment 
uttered against it because of its unbelief 
came to pass, for not a vestige of the city 
remains today. We drove through a third 
city, Tiberias, which was also on the shores 
of Galilee during our Lord’s earthly min- 
istry. It is very significant that not a 
word of judgment was pronounced against 
Tiberias, and it is standing and flourishing 
to this very day. Woes were uttered 
against two cities and they have utterly 
perished! No judgment was pronounced 
against a third city, and it has prospered 
throughout the centuries! “Heaven and 
earth shall pass away, but my words shall 
not pass away” (Matt. 24:35). 

That night was spent at a well known 
hostel on the shore of the Sea of Galilee, 


. quite near the site of Bethsaida. It was a 


rece 
{ne 
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night never to be forgotten, The sun set 
in splendor,- over the, western ‘hills. As 
the light “deepened into night, the sky 
becamé® stutided= with stars. Then the 
moon, almost full-orbed, rose slowly over 
the hills east of the Sea and flooded the 
entire scene of water and hills and wooded 
shores with a sheen of glory. 

A Galilean fisherman and his young son 
had been asked to remain near the hostel 
in the evening so that their boat might be 
used by some of the visitors. A party of 
five, including our friend Mr. Raad and 
Mrs. Davis and myself, embarked in a 
little boat and the fisherman and his son 
took us for a moonlight ride. It was a 
wonderful privilege to be on the waters 
that had been crossed again and again by 
our Lord and his disciples. 

The moon cast a wide pathway of sil- 
very light on the water. The figures of 
the fisherman and -his son stood sil- 
houetted against the sky. The only sound 
was the soft splash of the oars as they 
dipped in and out of the water. Words 
are inadequate to describe the joy and glad- 
ness that flooded our souls. We burst into 
song and the melodies of hymns and 
choruses floated out over the lake! That 
moonlight ride in a fisherman’s boat on 
the Sea of Galilee was the supreme hour 
of our sojourn in the land of Palestine. 

The next morning we set out to visit 
the Huleh district. We came first. to the 
lovely little lake of Merom, lying like a 
sparkling jewel at the southern end of the 
swamp lands. A few impoverished Bedouins 
were living in huts on the shore of the 
lake. The huts were very small and were 
made of coarse grass rushes that grow in 
the marshy district. 

Some miles farther to the north we came 
to the village of Ain Mellahal in the 
heart of the swamp lands. Here also the 
Bedouins live in similar huts, such as one 
might see in the heart of Africa. The 
entire district is infested with mosquitos, 
and practically all the people suffer' with 
malaria. The villagers are listless, and 
eke out a meager existence by fishing and 
weaving mats and baskets out of the rushes. 
The swamp lands, and the poverty-stricken 
Bedouins. living in their little huts, pre- 
sented the most appalling scene of desola- 
tion we witnessed in Palestine. 

But in a few short years, under the 
diligent hands of the Jewish colonists, this 
waste, swampy area will doubtless become 
one of the most fertile and populous dis- 
tricts in the entire land. The prophet 
Ezekiel’s prediction that the land would 
again “be tilled and sown” and “increase 
and bring fruit” will soon be abundantly 
fulfilled in this district, as it already has 
been brought to pass in so many other parts 
of Palestine. 


(To be continued) 


A Sunvay ScHoot Times party will 
sail March 3 for the Holy Land, Egypt, 
and the Mediterranean, It will be led by 
the Rev. Charles Shaw, who lived in Pales- 
tine for eleven years; it will take 57 days, 
and cost $692. Further information on this 
1936 tour may be had from THe SuNpDAY ~ 
Scuoot Times, 325 N. Thirteenth Street, 
Philadelphia, 





7196 * 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


November 30, 1935 














LESSON 11. DECEMBER 15. EZRA TEACHING THE LAW OF GOD 


International Uniform Lesson.—Ezra 7:10; Nehemiah, Chapter 8; printed text, Ezra 7: 10, 
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5, 6, 8-12 
Golden Text.—Thy word have | hid in mine heart.—Psa. 119111 
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The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Ezra 7 : 10; Nehemiah 8 : 1-3, 5, 6, 8-12 


Kinc JaAMEs VERSION 


Ezra 7:10 For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the law of 
the Lorp, and to do it, and to teach in Israel statutes and judgments. 


Neh. 8:1 And all the people gathered themselves together as 
one man into the street that was before the water gate; and they 
spake unto Ezra the scribe to bring the book of the law of Moses, 
which the Lorp had commanded to Israel. 

2 And Ezra the priest brought the law before the congregation 
both of men and women, and all that could hear with understanding, 
upon the first day of the seventh month. 

3 And he read therein before the street that. was before the water 
gate from the morning until midday, before the men and the women, 
‘and those that could understand; and the ears of all the people were 
attentive unto the book of the law. 


5 And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the ple; (for 
he — above all the people;) and when he opened it, all the people 
st up: 

6 And Ezra blessed the Lorn, the great God. And all the people 
answered, Amen, Amen, with lifting up their hands: and they bowed 
their heads, and worshipped the Lorp with their faces to the ground. 

8 So they read in the book in the law of God distinctly, and gave 
the sense, and caused them to understand the reading. 

. g And Nehemiah, which is the Tirshatha, and Ezra the priest the 
scribe, and the Levites that taught the people, said unto all the 
people, This day is holy unto the Lorp your God; mourn not, nor 
weep. For all the people wept, when they heard the words of the law. 

10 Then he said unto them, Go your way, eat the fat, and drink 
the sweet, and send portions unto them for whom nothing is pre- 
pared: for this day is holy unto our Lord: neither be ye sorry; for 
the joy of the Lorp is your strength. 

11 So the Levites stilled all the people, saying, Hold your peace, 
for the day is holy; neither be ye grieved. y 

12 And all the people went their way to eat, and to drink, and to 
send portions, and to make great mirth because they had under- 
stood the words that were declared unto them. 


American STANDARD VERSION 


Ezra 7: 10 For Ezra had set his heart to seek the law of Jeho- 
vah, and. to do it, and to teach in Israel statutes and ordinances. 


Neh, 8:1 And all the people gathered themselves together as one 
man into the broad place that was before the water gate; and they 
spake unto Ezra the scribe to bring the book of the law of Moses, 
which Jehovah had commanded to Israel. 2 And Ezra the priest 
brought the law before the assembly, both men and women, and all 
that could hear with understanding, upon the first day of the seventh 
month, 3 And he read therein before the broad place that was 
before the water gate ‘from early morning until midday, in the 


presence of the men and the women, and of those that could under-— 


stand; and the ears of all the people were attentive unto the book 
of the law. 


5 And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people (for 
he was above all the people) ; and when he opened it, all the people 
stood up. 6 And Ezra blessed Jehovah, the great God; and all the 
people answered, Amen, Amen, with the lifting up of their hands: 
and they bowed their heads, and worshipped Jehovah with their 
faces to the ground. 

8 And they read in the book, in the law of God, *distinctly; and 
they gave the sense, *so that they understood the reading. 

9 And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest the 
scribe, and the Levites that taught the people, said unto all the 
people, This day is holy unto Jehovah your God; mourn not, nor 
weep. For all the people wept, when they heard the words of the 
law. 10 Then he said unto them, Go your way, eat the fat, and 
drink the sweet, and send portions unto him for whom nothing is 
prepared ; for this day is holy unto our Lord: neither be ye grieved; 
for the joy of Jehovah is your ‘strength. 11 So the Levites stilled 
all the people, saying, Hold your peace, for the cay is holy; neither 
be ye eved. 12 And all the people went their way to eat, and 
to drink, and to send portions, and to make great mirth, because 
they had understood the words that were declared unto them. 

?Heb., from the light. *Or, with an interpretation. *° Or, 
and caused them to understand. * Or, stronghold. 
American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council 
of Religious Education, 








The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. 
a President Columbia Bible College 
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Approach to the Lesson 


ZRA waited many years for the great 
E crowning day of his life. That day 
was when all Israel gathered to hear 
the Word of God. Since Moses first gave 
the law of God, there had arisen no teacher 
of God’s Word like Ezra. Ezra’s teaching 
of the law on that great day marks the 
greatest revival in all Israel’s history. 
Here was indeed a new beginning for Israel. 
More than a thousand years had passed 
since Moses gave the law. Now Israel is 
beginning. to understand something of the 
glory of this deposit. May the Church of 
Christ also learn something of the meaning 
of the Word, and the revival that will 
come when the Word of God is given its 
right place. among the people of God. 


The Historical Setting 

The teaching of the law and the ob- 
servance of the Feast of Tabernacles under 
Ezra and Nehemiah probably occurred just 
after the completion of the wall, in the 
year 444 B. C. 
Verse by Verse 

Ezra 7:10.—For Esra had prepcred his 
heart. And therefore “the good hand of 
his God” was upon him (v. 9). This verse 
is an explanation of Ezra’s leadership in 
taking the second group of exiles back to 
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Jerusalem, To seek the law of the Lord. 
That is, to study it; perhaps including also 
the gathering together of all the manu- 
scripts of the Pentateuch; and of other por- 
tions of the Old Testament. And to do it. 
The law of the Lord was given to be 
obeyed. See Special Topics. 


Nehemiah 8: 1.—All the people gathered 
themselves together as one man, From 
the various eities of Judah they came to 
Jerusalem (7:73). Into the street that 
was before the water gate.: Rather, the 
broad open space, inside the wall. . The 
water gate was at the east, leading to the 
Virgin spring, thought to be the gate 
through which water was brought for the 
Temple. They spake unto Ezra the scribe 
to bring the book of the law. This re+ 
markable request comes from the people, 
doubtless as a result of Ezra’s work among 
them. 


Verse 3—Kead therein . . . from the 
morning until midday. This reading doubt- 
less included all the laws contained in the 
Pentateuch. 


Verse 5.—Ezra opened the book ... all 
the people stood up. Stood up both in rev- 
erence for the roll containing the law, and 
also for the opening prayer; not that they 
stood for the whole reading. 


Verse 8.—They read in the book, in: the 
law of God disti::ctly, and gave the sense, 
and caused them to understand, Many 
scholars suppose that the Hebrew in which 


the law was written had to be translated 
into the Aramaic that the Babyloman Jews 
were beginning to use. But it seems 
quite unlikely that these Jews did not 
understand Hebrew, in. which all the 
Prophets were written. In any case, 
the Levites interpreted the Word, explain- 
ing the laws to the people. 


Verse 9.—And Nehemiah, which i the 


Tirshatha, that is, the governor. Ezra takes 
the leading piace; but Nehemiah, the civil 
ruler, stands with him. This day is holy 
unto the Lord, Therefore, it is to be a 
day full of rejoicing. Mourn not, nor 


weep. To rejoice is a command. And yet,- 


it was right for them to mourn for their 
sins, in order that they might truly re- 
joice (Matt. 5:4). All the people wept, 
when they heard the words of the law, 
The reading included the great prophecies 
of judgment in Deuteronomy. They real- 
ized anew how they had sinned, even since 
their return to Jerusalem. 


Verse 10—Then he said. Nehemiah is 
the speaker. Go your way, eat ... drink. 
That is, make it a feast day. Send portions. 
Their feasting is not selfish. In their joy, 
they remembered the poor (Deut. 14: 20; 
16: II, 14; 26: 11-13). The joy of the Lord 
ts your strength. One of the beautiful gems 
of the Old Testament, setting forth the 
Gospel of grace. It is joy that depends 
only on the Lord, and it is also his joy 
that he gives (John 15:11; 16:22). See 


_Personal Applications. 
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Lesson for December 15 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Nehemiah built the wall around Jerusa- 
lem, the wall that was a protection against 
Israel’s enemies, and a token of the city’s 
separation from the heathen nations. Now 
comes Ezra, with the true wall that sur- 
rounds God’s people Israel, the living Word 
of God. Ezra became the builder of the 
new nation. The ignorance of the law of 
God among the children of Israel a thou- 
sand years aiter it was given through 
Moses, is appalling.- But more appalling is 
the ignorance of professing Christians to- 
day" of the Word of God and the plan of 
salvation. Under Ezra there came revival, 
a revival that was rooted in the Word of 
God. 


If every Christian longing for revival 
will, like Ezra, set his heart to seek the 
law of the Lord, to do it, and to teach it, 
there will be the basis for a great revival. 
That revival of Ezra’s was the prepara- 
tion of Israel for the first coming of our 
Lord. It may be that such a revival will 
come in the Church of Christ as a fore- 
runner of the second coming of the Lord. 
The wall of salvation that God built around 
Israel was not to confine salvation to Is- 
rael but that his people might spread the 
blessing to all the world. Nehemiah’s walls 
separated them, to the end that they might 
be prepared to spread the glad news. 


Lesson Outlines 
Ezra’s ProGRAM 
1. Seeking the Word, 
2. Doing the Word. 
3.°Teaching the Word. 


ReEvivat Fires 1n ISRAEL 


1. God’s leader prepared (Ezra 7:10; 
Psa. 19: 14). 

2. Reverent attention to the reading 
and exposition of God’s Word (Neh. 8: 
1-8, 18; Psa. 19: 10). 

3. Conviction of sin, and sorrow of 
heart (Neh. 8:9, 11; Psa. 19: 11). 

4. Forgiveness and restoration (Neh. 
8:0, 11, 12; Psa. 19: 7). 

5. Resulting joy ~f the Lord _ Neh. 8: 
10, 12-18; Psa. 19:8). 


6. Giving to the needs of others (Neh. 
8:10, 12; Psa. 19:9; cf. Deut. 26: 11- 
13). 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Ezra’s Character and Influence. Ezra 
was a man of prayer and faith, of deep 
devotion to God, and eager zeal for his 
people. He was a man of action also, and 
showed great wisdom in the journey to 
Jerusalem. He was a man of upright, ster- 
ling honesty. His deep piety was revealed 
in his sorrow over Israel’s sin, and his 
intercession for them. His zeal is seen in 
his abolishing of the mixed marriages. 
According to Jewish tradition, Ezra led in 
the work of arranging the canon of the 
Old Testament, dividing it into the three 
parts, the Law, the Prophets, and the Writ- 
ings. There is a tradition also that “the 
Great Synagogue” was organized by Ne- 
hemiah, and that Ezra was its first presi- 
dent. This was, according to the tradition, 
a’ council ‘consisting of 120 members, to 
lead in the work of caring for and ex- 
plaining the Old Testament. It was suc- 
ceeded by the Sanhedrin. 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons tor the year may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 
Thirteenth Street, ———— ‘at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
11. December 15.—Ezra Teaching the Law 
of God. Ezra 7.: 10; Nehemiah, Chapter 8 
12. December 22.—Malachi Foretells a New 
BY. ocvaccecvesshaew’ Malachi 1:1 to 4:6 
13. December 29—Review: Significance of 
the Exile and the Restoration. 
First Quarter 
1..January 5—A Mother’s Song ......., Luke 1 
2. January 12.—A Prophetic Vision ....Luke a 
3. January 19—Jesus Prepares for His 


Work ...sccccscccccccccsesccces Luke 4 : 16-44 
4. January 26.—Jesus Declares His Pur- 
PORE cecccccccccscccnocsecsepece Luke 4 : 16-44 


5. February 2—Jesus Calls Disciples ..Luke 5§ 
6, February 9.—Jesus Insists on Rfght- 
COUSMESS .cccccccccccevcccescscccescce Luke 6 








Law and Grace. Was Ezra “under the 
law” when he set his heart to “do the law’? 
What Ezra did, every Christian today 
should do. Ezra did not keep the law as 
a means of salvation, nor did Ezra keep 
the law perfectly as the Lord Jesus did. 
Nevertheless, there was a faithful keeping 
of the law by godly Jews in contrast to 
the disobedicnce that brought captivity ; 
this keeping was not for the purpose of sal- 
vation, nor in their own strength. The law, 
as set forth in Ezra, is described in the 19th 
and the 119th Psalms, and includes the 
message of grace as well as the old cove- 
nant. 


The Old Testament the Word of God. 
Every attempt to prove that God did not 
give this law through Moses has broken 


down. Ezra believed that it was given by 
God, and that it came through Moses’; - 


and this was confirmed by the Lord Jesus 
in the New Testament. 

Other Special Topics. History of the 
English Bible. Canon of Scripture. Prin- 


- ciples of Interpretation of the Bible. His- 


tory of Interpretation (beginning with 
Ezra). The Feast of Tabernacles (Lev. 
23: 33-36; John 7: 1-37). 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Believe the Word of God. How foolish 
would this revival in Israel have been 
had modernistic views of the Bible pre- 
vailed. 

Give attention to the study of the Word. 

Is your church a Bible church? Israel 
needed to be rooted and grounded in the 
Word of God. So does every healthy 
church, 

Ministers, read the Word and preach 
the Word. Take Ezra as an example. 

Rejoice in the Lord. This is a command. 
It is a duty. The joy of the Lord is the 
fruit of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit makes 
Christ real; he takes of Christ’s joy and 
gives to us. This joy is our strength, 

Keep the Quiet Time. In our “Morning 
Watch,” the Word of God should convict 
of sin, and then should lead to great joy 
and gladness. 

Pray and work for revival. Revival will 
come when the Word of God is put in its 
right place. 





1The subject of the critical attack on the 
Old Testament is discussed in a practical way 
in, “Can We Trust the Old Testament?” by 
Dr. McQuilkin, published by Columbia Bible 


_ College, Columbia, S. C., at 25 cents. 
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Are we training ow young people? The 
Evangelical Teacher Training Association 
will help you toward a Bible revival in your 
Sunday school. Write Clarence H. Ben- 
son, 153 Institute Place, Chicago. Send 
your young people to one of the Bible 
institutes for training. 


Send the Word to heathen lands. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


The way the Bible is read in many pul- 
pits today is the way it was not read by 
Ezra and-his associates. 


The word “pulpit” occurs only once in 
the English Bible (Neh. 8:4). That pul- 
pit (which was really a high platform) 
became the forerunner of the most powerful 
single agent in the world,—the Christian 
pulpit. 

What would our cities be today if we 
had a Nehemiah for governor and an Ezra 
for a Christian teacher? 


The English Bible has been without ques- 
tion the foundation of the greatness of 
Britain and of America. 


What does America need today? What 
Israel needed in the day of Ezra,—a re- 
turn to the law of God. 


The joy of the Lord is never selfish; 
they sent portions to those who had not. 


Are we sending portions to the hungry, 
of the Word of God as weil as bread? 


Among Israel’s seven sacred festivals, six 
were feasts of joy, and one a day of mourn- 
ing. 

That day of atonement has also been 
turned into joy for us; our faith is “very 
great gladness.” 


Corumaia, S. C, 
“we 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their v2ri- 
ety, pe ing and searching character. They 
are written by three members of The Smn- 
day School Times staff,— Dr. McQuilkin, 
Mrs. Low, and Mr. Smith. Have you tried 
assign‘ng some of the questions to different 
members of your class, letting them. see 
whether they can discover the an'wers as 
given on a later page of this issue? 


Wr is the put requisite for a “pre- 
pared heart”? 

2. If one is discouraged by lack of educa- 
tion, or native wit, what encouragement is 
offered in the Scriptures? 


3. Quote a verse in the New Testament 

ivi the penetrating power of God’s Word, 

4. What is the most important piece of 
furniture in the Christian churches today, a 
thing which is mentioned only once in the 
— Bible, in connection with Ezra’s teach- 
ing 

5. In what ways should all preachers today 
es Ezra’s example as a preacher? 


What Psalm gives a perfect description 
of Sore" s ideas about God and his Word? 


7. Was Ezra teaching law or grace? 


8. What was Ezra’s relation to Nehemiah 
in the work of What other two leaders 
of the people who returned from Babylon had 
the same relationship? . What principle of 
service does this illustrate? 


. Why was Ezra called a scribe? Why 
id the Lord condemn the scribes? 


10. Name several features of that kere ort 
gation to whom -Ezra taught the law 

make it a great contrast to many congregs- 
tions today. 


Answers to the Questions 
The answers to the lesson questions are given 





~~ page 799 of this issue. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected. by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total 

“It Is God’s Voice!’’—The ears of all 
the people were attentive unto the book of 
the law (Ezra 8:3). The Rev. Douglas 
Gray, a Wesleyan Methodist missionary, 
was translating the Gospel of Mark into 
Mukuni, the language of a tribe in North- 
ern Rhodesia. One morning he went to 
his church and thought that, withovt saying 
anything, he would read the lesson from 
his notes in their language instead of using 
a translation in the language of the neigh- 
boring tribe as usual. The chapter was 
given out, and he began to read. Suddenly 
all seemed to sit up and start into new 
life. They called out, “It is God’s voice; 
he is talking to us, he is using our lan- 
guage!” A hymn was sung, and Mr. Gray 
was about to give out his text when the 
people called, some with tears streaming 
down their cheeks, “No, no! Let God go 
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on talking to us. He speaks our language!” 
So for the rest of the service the chapter 
was read and reread. Mr. Gray will never 
forget what it meant to give the people 
the Word of God in their own language.— 
From The Sunday School Times. Sent by 
Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. Prize 
illustration, 


The Lion and the Web.—So they read 
in the book i the law of God distinctly, 
and gave the sense, and caused them to 
understand (v. 8). An old lion goes into 
his cavern to sleep. Spiders outside begin 
to spin webs over the cavern’s mouth, say- 
ing, “That lion can’t break out through this 
web.” Later the lion awakes, shakes him- 
self, and walks out, not knowing there were 
any webs there. The skeptics go on spin- 
ning their webs, saying, “Christ can never 
get through this logical web we have been 
spinning,” but the day will come when the 
Lion of the Tribe of Judah will come forth. 
What then of their gossamer threads ?— 
From the Earnest Worker. Sent by Faith 
R. Williams, St. Petersburg, Fla. 


The Words that Saved.—So they read 
in the book in the law of God distinctly, 
. . - and caused them to understand the 
reading (v. 8). The late Prebendary J. 
S. Webster was fond of telling how an 
old woman came to see him to tell him 
that she had been converted at the evening 
service. “And what did I say that led you 
to Christ?” he asked in a kindly way. “Oh,” 
she replied, “it was nothing you said, but 
what came straight off the duck’s back!” 


THE GLACIER 











e fashion of this world 
passeth away” “But the 
word of the Lord endureth 


for ever?” 


(a)! Cor. 7:38 





(b) 1 Pet. 1:25 
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He was amazed at her reply and wondered 
whatever she could possibly mean. Then 
she explained. The lectern in his church 
was a great brazen eagle upon whose “back” 
rested the Bible. A verse of Scripture had 
convicted her and led her to the Saviour. 
—From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by M, H. James, Toronto, Can. 


A Warm Hiding Place.—Thy. word have 
I hid in mine heart (Golden Text). In 
Australia a Bible was baked in a loaf of 
bread. Some wicked men came into the 
house to find the Bible and burn it, but 
the good woman of the home, who Was 
just going to bake bread for her family, 
rolled up her Bible in a big loaf and put it 
in the oven. When the intruders went 
away she took out the loaf, and the Bible 
was uninjured. A good loaf in which to 
hide the Bible is a warm heart.—From 
“Great Texts,” by Barton. Sent by. Wil- 
liam S. Bowden, Miami, Fla. ‘ 


They Could Not.—T7Thy word have I hid 
in mine heart (Golden Text), In Armenia 
a whole village of sixty families embraced 
Islamism under threats of torture and death. 
There was only one éxception—a woman 
aged 110 years, who refused, saying, “I am 
too old to deny my Lord.” The fierce 
Turks snatched her Bible from her hands, 
tore it up, and burned it. She said very 
calmly, “You can do that, but you cannot 
tear the promises out of my heart.”—From 
Life and Light. Sent by Emily McFarland, 
Newark, Ohio; and Mrs. B. Dowen, East- 
bourne, Sussex, Eng. 


Can Man Create Life?—Thy word have 
I hid in mine heart (Golden Text). An 
old professor of biology used to hold a 
little brown seed in his hand. “I know 
just exactly the composition of this seed. 
It has in it nitrogen, hydrogen, and carbon. 
I know the exact proportions. I can make 


.a seed that will look exactly like it. But 


if I plant my seed it will come to naught; 
its elements will simply be absorbed in the 
soil. If I plant the seed God made, it will 
become a plant, because it contains the 
mysterious principle which we call the life 
principle.” This Bible looks like other 
books. We cannot understand altogether 
its marvelous power. Planted in good 
ground, it shows that it has the life prin- 
ciple in itself; it brings forth spiritual life; 
it bears fruitage—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by H. Ellis Lininger, 
St. Louis, Mo. 
we 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Thou seest our 
unspeakable loss if we, like thy people of old, 
had been without thy sure guidance because 
of our sin and our perverse wills. Grafit that 
we may recover in the inner life the guidance 
which we need, if we have departed from thee. 
We thank thee that we are not without thy 
revealed will in the path of duty, and we pray 
that we may be faithful to what thou hast set 
before us. May we rejoice in thy Word, and 
may it be widely heard and heeded in our 
nation in these days of great need. In the name 
of the Lord Jesus we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Have you thought as 
we studied this lesson, what made Ezra 
the man whom God could use? We know 


‘that the good hand of God was upon him, 


and in this lesson we are told of three 
things that he had prepared his heart to 
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do. He would seek the law of the Lord, 
he would do it, and then he would teach 
it. Here is a great lesson for teachers. 
Here is a great lesson for anybody who 
wants to help others to understand God’s 
ways with his children. We seek God’s 
will, and we try to teach it, but have you 
given enough attention to doing the will 
of God in your own life, before you try 
to teach it? Just notice the course that 
Ezra followed, — seeking, doing, and then 
teaching. This is a pretty hard test for 
most of us. God can enable us to meet it, 
and our teaching becomes really effective 
and convincing, when our lives show that 
we are really doing what we teach. Let us 
pray. 














SEEKING 
DOING (For S WILL 
TEACHING 
AM I? 
w 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Sunday School Job.—Ezra had pre- 
pared his heart to seek the law of the Lord 
(Ezra 7:10). “Prepared his heart.” I 
like these splendid slogans of the Holy 
Spirit. The old Book is full of them. As 
I write this note I'am waiting for the wait- 
ress to bring me my lunch at my Phila- 
delphia home. I came to the city down 
through the lovely Chester Valley, never so 
beautiful as in the springtime, with the 
Valley Forge hitls on the north and the 
Paoli hills on the south, and every tree 
on their tops clapping their brand new 
hands in the warm sunlight: Aid the broad 
low lands of the Great Valley divided into 
the rich farmsteads, on which horses and 
tractors were busy turning up the sod fcr 
a new miracle of resurrection. 

Preparing the soil for the seed ready to 
be dropped into the bosom of old Mother 
Earth presently. No preparatien, no har- 
vest, no matter how much rain, how much 
sunshine, how much good fertile limestone 
soil. Thus we see the business of us Sun- 
day school workers, soil preparers (1 Cor. 
3:6). 

Yesterday a man stopped his car at my 
gate and came in where I sat on my porch. 
“Mr. Ridgway, know me?” he asked with 
a grin. “Bet your life I know you, Karl.” 
He was a boy whose ears were stuck on 
his head at right angles. The other boys 
teased him, calling him, “Angel Face,” be- 
cause of his wing-like ears. He quit them 
and their teasing and came into the older 
Iron Rose Class, a “kid member.” I said 
to him, “Karl, pay no attention to those 
fellows. They are not much or they would 
not rig you! You do just as I tell you. 
Keep one hand on your job and the other 
in the hand of God and you'll prosper.” 
And he did. ‘This is what he meant when 
he said, “Mr. Ridgway, all that I am I 
owe to your care and guidance.” “That’s 
a pretty big mouthful, Karl, but what are 
you?” “I have charge of all the A B C 
chain stores in the X Y Z district, and can 
quit any time and live the rest of my days 
on Easy Street.” He is a high officer in 
his church. Never let go of God’s hand. 
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Ears.—The ears of all the people were 
attentive unto the. book of the law (Neh. 
8:3): This is a manner of speaking. Ears 
can hear, of course, but it is the soul which 
can be attentive. Each morning before 
breakfast I seat myself at the desk in my 
library to start the day with a message 
from my Bible. I open the page to “hear 
what God the Lord will speak” (Psa. 85: 
8). I do not hear a single sound from the 
Book. 

The hearts of the people were attentive 
unto the Book of the law. There are two 
kinds of ears, those which have a terminal 
and those which are open all the way 
through. Most people are provided with 
the latter sort—a tunnel all the way 
through. Most of what comes to them, 
especially from the Word of God, goes 
in the one ear and out the other, as the 
saying is. 

The old Book is filled with clear and 
careful directions for prosperity and. hap- 
piness. I ought to know, for I have been 
passing these “route maps” on to hundreds 
of young men for many years, and clinching 
the statements with living exhibits. 

My friend Karl of the former paragraph 
is a good exhibit, and I have dozens more 
just as convincing. I didn’t quite finish 
my story of the visit from Karl. He natu- 
rally asked after the old Sunday school boy 
associates. He had forgotten they had 
teased him into the “Men’s Class.” I re- 
plied, “Karl, those who are not sleeping 
Up Yonder in Fairview Cemetery are either 
busted or near busted in the present de- 
pression.” 

Karl’s ears “were attentive unto the book 
of the law,” so it made small difference 
how they were fastened to his head. They 
got him there both in business and in 
church. And the glorious fact remains: 
your ears, whether close or spreading, can 
do the same for you. The years have made 
normal ears for Karl. 


Out in the Countryside.—Go your way, 
eat the fat, and drink the sweet, and send 
pertions unto them for whom nothing is 
prepored (v. 10). We often hear it stated 
the Hebrews have been town and trader 
people it: spite of themselves. At heart 


they are a countryside people. In Europe. 


it was the Catholic Church which drove 
the Jew into the ghetto and passed cruel 
laws to herd hin: there. 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob were farmers. 
Jacob was one of the most skillful cattle 
breeders in all history, sacred or secular. 
(Gen: 30: 36-43.) It was Lot who pitched 
toward the town and his family “blew up” 
with the city of Sodom. 

Here in the story of Nehemiah we see 
the old countryside instinct cropping out 
and showing itself. Only among country 
folks is there very much of the sending 
“portions.” It is only in the places outside 
the city that there are real neighbors. In- 
deed, it is only outside the city where folks 


can know each other and choose them for ~ 


neighbors. We have them across, and up 
and down, the Main Street, and in the 
street that is back, 

There is scarcely a day here in Coates- 
ville I do not see one and another hurrying 
along with something under a napkin. Mrs. 
Smith is sending Mrs. Jones a piece of 
her green currant pie. Mrs.:Brown send- 
ing poor old Mrs. Gray, who has been sick 
on Back Street, some home made straw- 
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berry ice cream. And it has gone that way 
for years in all country towns, 

Never once in Philadelphia or New York 
have I seen anything like that. The near- 
est is some restaurant waiter hurrying with 
an executive’s paid-for lunch. Our daugh- 
ter has lived in a beautiful Philadelphia 
suburb for five years. In the whole five 
years she does not have in the houses across 
the road or in the houses each. side a single 
neighbor such as she had when living at 
Ingleside Farm. Nor have her neighbors 
any neighbors — and likely don’t want any, 
as they are all city-bred folks. 

I am wondering what is the moral of this 
paragraph? I have it! Follow God’s plan, 
and keep out in Eden! 


CoaTESVILLE, Pa, 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for December 15) 


. The first requisite for a “prepared heart” 
is the desire for it. 


2. See Psalm 19: 7; Matthew 11: 25, 26; 1 
Corinthians 1: 26-28. 


“For the word of God is quick, and pow- 
erful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, 
piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul 
and spirit, and of the Ps oints and marrow, and 
is a discerner of the — and intents of 
the heart” (Heb. 4: 12) 

4. The pulpit (Neh. 8: 4). 

5. They should preach the Word; they 
should be teachers; they should speak dis- 
tinctly so as to be heard; they should make 
the people understand the’ Bible; they should 
diligently set themselves to seek ‘the Word, to 
study it, and to do it, as a preparation for 
teaching it. 

; Psalm 119. 


He was teaching both. He was not 
seuchings salvation by Jaw, but was teaching 
the righteousness of God’s law, and the way 
of approach to God through the blood sacri- 
fices, which pointed forward to the Saviour. 

8. Nehemiah was the Governor, the civil 
ruler. Ezra was a priest and a scribe, the 
leader of the spiritual service. Zerubbabel 
was the former Governor, Jeshua (or Joshua) 
was the priest. It illustrated the principle of 
serving two by two. 

9. A scribe was a student of the Scrip- 
tures who not only made co y of the law, 
but expounded the Word to le. Most 
of the scribes of our Lord’s pt — 
many traditions to the Seriotare, and also 
misinterpreted God’s Word; they were quite 
different from Ezra. 


_ to. They listened to the Word from morn- 
ing till’ noon; they themselves requested the 
reading of the Law; they gave close and rev- 
erent attention to the readin ; they took seri- 
ously what they heard, an ” wept for their 
sins; the ministers interpreted the Word, and 
spent their whole time on what God said; the 
final result was very great gladness, 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: A prepared heart. 


Discussion: How does a fellow prepare his 
heart for God’s service? 


Objective: Life at its best. 











AY, fellows, when you read the eighth 

chapter of Nehemiah you see a fellow 
getting a great kick out of life. You 
couldn’t want a better time than Ezra was 
having there at the water gate giving the 
Bread of Life to those hungry souls, a 
great throng of people who had “gathered 
+. . a8 one man” and begged for “the law 
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of Moses” to be read to them. First, they 
wept; then they cried for joy and made a 
great feast, exchanging presents. It was 
like Christmastide. 

We have to turn back to the Book of 
Ezra, chapter 7 and verse 10, to see how 
and why Ezra was the privileged leader 
in that great feast. “For Ezra, had pre- 
pared his heart to seek the law of the 
Lord, and to do it, and to teach in Israel 
statutes and judgments.” 

Here is a clear challenge to every one of 
you fellows to do the same thing, not neces- 
sarily that you will all become ministers 
or missionaries (though I could not covet 
for you a higher privilege than that), but 
that every fellow may have the satisfaction 
of being a distributor of the Bread of Life, 
which is the Word of God. No matter 
what honorable business you engage in, you 
can prepare your heart to seek out God’s 
truth, to practice it, and to teach it. 

I am writing this in the home of a busy 
salesman, who represents in this community 
a large wholesale house in a distant city. 
He is out on his route by 5 A. M., but he 
gets back to breakfast and prayers with 
the family. The Bible is his main busi- 





Little Jetts Teach -the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 








EZRA TEACHING THE LAW 
OF Gob 


EZRA 7-10. 
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ness document of the day. He teaches a 
large class in Sunday school, and is a 
leader in the work of his church, He is 
a thriving, prosperous, happy man. His 
heart is prepared. 

As I go around this country, the happiest 
fellows I find are those who are “teaching 
statutes and judgments.” Most of these 
are laymen—busy business men. I could 
name hundreds of them —my personal ac- 
quaintances. They are having a great time. 
They have prepared their hearts, and the 
Lord opens the way and makes the occa- 
sion for their ministry —even as he did 
for Ezra. 

Look at your Uncle Bill Ridgway, over 
there in the “Busy Men’s Corner.” Re- 
cently celebrated his seventy-ninth birthday 
—an iron foundry man—having the best 
time of his life, teaching the Word of God 
to many thousands through THe Sunpay 
Scuoo. Times, and going here and there 
to the various “water gates” over the coun- 
try to tell the joy of it. Compare that 
with the career of an athlete: why, a base- 
ball or football star is an old man at forty, 
and he is done. “But they that wait upon 
the Lord shall renew their strength; they 
shall mount up with wings as eagles; they 
shall’ run, and not be weary; and they shall 
walk, and not faint” (Isa. 40: 31). 

Ezra prepared his heart first to seek, then 
to practice it, then to teach the Word of 
God — and God gave him a great life. He 
will do the same for you. There is a 
greater and more thirsty field for sowing 
of the truth today than ever before in the 
history of the world. 

Get ready, fellows, prepare! It’s a great 
life. 


PHILADELPHIA, 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


ET us see, where is our temple and 

city? Here it is, with the wall all fin- 
ished. And then what do you think hap- 
pened? Right out in the street, Ezra 
called all the people together, and you 
can’t guess what he wanted them there 
for. He was going to read God’s Word 
to them. And they stood there all day 


while he read, and the next day many of. 


them came back and they studied the Word, 
and for seven days they did the same. 
And these Jewish people were so glad to 
hear it that they had a regular holiday cele- 
bration, and feasted and made merry. 

I wonder what is the matter with us in 
America? We have to have beautiful 
churches with cor.ziortable seats, and elo- 
quent preachers (that means preachers who 
can talk very well), and—then most of 
the people wouid rather go off to the hills 
or’ the seashore. 

And just.lots of people have Bibles that 
they never even open or read. Do any of 
you boys or girls have a Bible that you 
just leave on the shelf to get dusty? Maybe 
you can’t read it very well, but you can 
begin, and you can carry it to Sunday 
school and church, and after awhile you 
will love so to read it that you can’t let 
it alone a day. And the more you read it 
and study it, the more you will love it, 
and the more you will love the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

These Jews had not heard the Word read 
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for a long time, and that was why they 
were so excited about it. You know some- 


times we don’t know how much we need . 


a thing until it is gone. Many people who 
never go to church would feel dreadful if 
there were no churches. Many people who 
never read their Bibles wouldn’t want to 
have~all the Bibles destroyed. 

Do you know why we read the Bible? 
Because it is God’s Book, and in it he tells 
us just what we should do, just how we 
should live, what is right and what is 
wrong. David called God’s Word a lamp 
and a light, that lights our path. 

Did you ever thank God for the Bible? 
Suppose we all bow our heads now and 
thank him for giving us the Bible. Mil- 
lions of little children in the world have 
no Bible, and never heard of it. Let us 
thank God for blessing us so much, and let 
us ask him to help us do what we can to 
get the Bible to these children who do not 
have it. 

Then we will print our verse on our 
cards, which look like an open Bible, don’t 
they? And our verse is such a joyful one, 
“I will praise thee, O Lord, with my whole 
heart” (Psa. 9: 1a). 

Monesto, Cat. 

We 


Universal Bible Sunday— 
More Than a Climax 


ANY community gatherings have been 

held, many addresses have been deliv- 
ered, many articles have been published, 
and many radio programs have been broad- 
cast in recognition of the four hundredth 
anniversary of the publication of Myles 
Coverdale’s translation of the Bible, the 


. first complete English Bible to be printed. 


This nation-wide celebration, according 
to the schedule suggested by the National 
Commemoration Committee, will formally 
conclude on Sunday, December 8, when 
Universal Bible Sunday will be observed 
by local churches according to their usual 
custom. One of the chief purposes of the 
Commemoration is the encouragement. of 
the constant use of the Bible and helping 
those not having it to possess it. 

The American Bible Society is issuing 
material free for pastors’ use in utilizing 
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Universal Bible Sunday to the greatest 
advantage. Responsive readings (the text 
taken from Coverdale’s Version), Scrip- 
ture exhibits, stereopticon lectures, pam- 
phlets, posters, and an appropriate pageant- 
drama are available. Their use will 
contribute in attaining one of the Commem- 
oration’s primary purposes. Requests for 
such material should be addressed to the 
American Bible Society, Bible House, Astor 
Place, New York City. 


A Great Bible Institute Day 
(Continued from page 790) 


sider the possibility of attending the gather- 
ing in Chicago. 

Shall we not pray that this notable 
gathering may challenge the churches, 
which are standing loyal. to the Word of 
God, to a great Bible revival? Ezra began 
a new era for Israel in his Bible revival. 
A new era of Bible study and teaching 
began with D. L: Moody. The fiftieth anni- 
versary of that Bible institute movement 
should mark the beginning of a new, sorely- 
needed revival in the United States and 
Canada. 

The following is the committee that is 
planning the Bible Institute Day: 

J. Davis Adams, President, Philadelphia 

School of the Bible. 

Clarence H. Benson, Director of Christian 

Education Course, Moody Bible Institute. 

Howard W. Ferrin, President, Providence 

Bible Institute. ; 

Lew Wade Gosnell, Dean and Vice-President, 

The Bible Institute of Pennsylvania. 

Elbert L. M » Dean and Vice-Presi- 

dent, The Bible Institute of Los Angeles. 

‘ John McNicol, Principal, Toronto Bible Col- 

ege, 

W. B. Riley, President, The Northwestern 

Bible and Missionary Training School. 

Don O. Shelton, President, The National 

Bible Institute. 

Robert C. M President, Columbia 
Bible College, Secretary of the Committee, 





The Young Peogle’s 
Prayer. Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











Dec. 22. Wise Men Worship. Matt. 2: 1-11. 





Sunday, December 15 


Keeping Christ in Christmas 
(Luke 2:8-14; Eph. 3: 16-19) 





Moni—Why Jesus came (Matt. 1 : 21). 
Tues.—O holy night! (Luke 2 : 13-18.) 
Wed.—The Prince of Peage (isa. 9 : 6). 
Thurs.—Gifts must be to Him (Matt. 2: 


11). 
Fri.—Salvation is through Him (John 3: 


16). 
Sat.—_Immanuel (Isa. 7:14; Matt. 1 : 23). 











OU have noticed, perhaps, as you have 

looked either at the original or a re- 
production of a masterpiece of painting, 
that great artists so arrange all parts of 
their pictures that the eye will be led 
inevitably to the central theme or figure. 
Some of the accessories employed to do 
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this may be wnimportant in themselves. 
But we only have to observe such a seem- 
ingly tnimportant detail in a painting of 
poor composition to see that even a small 
thing can distract the attention. One strik- 
ing instance of this is a portrait of James 
II, in which Varelst, the Dutch painter, 
has shown some tulips, so beautifully and 
skillfully done that they draw attention 
away from the face of the subject. 


So it is with the Christmas season. There 
are many beautiful and worth while acces- 
sories. But if these keep our thoughts and 
attention from the great essential person 
of the Lord Jesus, then they become hin- 
drances rather than helps. 

Perhaps you have seen or experienced 
such a hindrance in the matter of giving 
or receiving gifts at Christmas. It is a 
beautiful and worth while custom to ex- 
change gifts at this season of the year. 
But if such giving becomes a real hard- 
ship, or if it creates jealous or unpleasant 
thoughts it draws us away from Christ. 
Only as Christmas gifts are given and re- 
ceived truly as unto him, and cause the 
receiver to think of him, do they serve 
their rightful purpose. 

ye 

The Christmas season may well be a 
blessed time of family gathering and joy- 
ous fellowship and activity in the home. 
But if the pursuit of these things shuts 
out the Lord Jesus, and keeps us from 
thinking of him and giving the time that 
we owe to him at this season of the year, 
Christmas may become for us a holiday 
rather than a holy day. 


Even such worth while things as our 
church, Sunday school, or young people’s 
society activities at Christmas time may 
distract our. attention from the One who 
came to earth that first Christmas night. 
Have you ever known of a Christmas 
pageant or entertainment that produced 
anything but the true spirit of Christmas 
in the hearts of those who were taking 
part? 

we 

Again, our benevolence at Christmas 
time may be a hindrance rather than a 
help toward thinking of the Lord Jesus. 
In a certain community, an effort is made 
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NEW CHILDREN’S BOOK 


“The Story of Jesus” 


By MRS. HARRIET I. FISHER 
Author of ‘‘Aunt Hattie’s Bible Stories," 
Foreword by Dr. Pettingill. 

Mrs. Fisher's ability to write children’s stories 
is simply unexcelled and her method of teaching 
great truths in simple story form is marvelous, 

There are eleven chapters in aJl and several 

ictures which are actual photographs taken in 
alestine by the author herself. 

A more ideal gift for children cannot be found. 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMEs highly commends 


. this book. 


Good paper— cloth bound — Artistic cover jacket 
$1.00. Artistic paper cover, 35 cents. 


25% discount on six or more copies when or- 
dered direct from the publishers. 


FUNDAMENTAL TRUTH PUBLISHERS 
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About February First 


Address— 
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Huntingdon, Pa. 
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Yolo) 2 (all kinds) bibles, magazines, letters, 


One book may 
bring you $50-——$100—-$500 or even up 
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“HOW A CHRISTIAN 
OUGHT TO LIVE” 


/For new converts and older Christians too. A plain, 
simple exposition of N. T. standards of Christi:n con- 
duct in private, home, business, social, civil, and church 
life. Heavy paper binding, 344 x 53%, 144 pages. 

Send your order with free-will offering to 
GLAD TIDINGS PUBLISHING SOCIETY 
224 Dartmouth Street Rochester, N. Y. 

In ordering goods or in making inquiry con- 
cerning anything advertised in this paper, you 
will oblige the publishers, as well as the ad- 
vertiser, by stating that you saw the adver- 
tisement in The Sunday School Times, 








in Western Canada. 
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to see that every child is furnished with 
some simple toy at Christmas time. On 
several occasions certain of the workers 
have been so busy in this good work that, 
when Christmas Day arrived, they were 
completely worn out and unable to attend 
their Christmas church service or to do 
much of anything but recover from the 
strenuous activity of the preceding weeks. 


ne 
Is not, therefore, the great truth that 
we need to keep in mind, as the Christ- 
mas season draws near, the fact that Christ 
must be central in all that we do, and not 


only at this Christmas season, but all the* 


year round? When our activities are 
directed by him, they will not and cannot 
lead us away from him. When he is truly 
dwelling in our hearts by faith (Eph. 3: 
17), and we have yielded ourselves abso- 
lutely to his control, and are trusting him 
moment by moment to direct us, to em- 
power us, and to use us, then we need have 
no fear that he will be crowded out ofthis 
or any other season of the year, for he 
will keep us in the very center of his will. 
PHILADELPHIA, 
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Golden Eagle 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


ENEATH a faint blue sky, filmed with 
snowy streamers, the golden air was 
dimmed by the smoke of a forest fire which 
showed like a pillar of cloud above a hill 
ten miles away. 
We sat on the crest of Hawk Mountain, 
a ridge of naked rock fifteen hundred feet 
high. Below us stretched a checkerboard 
of corn fields and woodlands crossed by a 
black river, with here and there an emerald 
patch of winter rye. The trees on the 
slopes of the mountain were stained with 
burnt orange, wine red, and dull crimson 
by the frost, although the full glory of 
the fall woods was past. There were not 
many birds abroad. Once we met a flock 
of bluebirds with the deep blue of the sky 
on their backs and the tawny color of the 
earth on their breasts. Once we heard the 
high-pitched notes of that tiny bird, the 
golden-crowned kinglet, and again the 
whistled minor “phee-bee” of the Northern 
chickadee, 
When at last we had climbed up a steep 
trail to the edge of the ridge of heaped-up 
limestone, we began to see the hawks, 


which gave the mountain its name. Every - 


year they pass over from hundreds of miles 
away and follow the line of that ridge in 
their fall migration. Some strange air 
current sets in which enables them to coast, 
without a wing-beat, for a hundred miles 
along those foothills of the Blue Moun- 
tains. 

That day we had hardly seated ourselves 
when suddenly out of the blue, high in the 
air, soared a magnificent hawk. It was a 
little larger than a red-tailed hawk, of 
which we saw 143 that day. As most bird 
students soon learn, there are three classes 
of hawks, buteos, falcons, and accipiters. 
The buteos have broad wings and broad, 
rounded tails; the falcons have long tails 
and long, pointed wings; and the accipiters 
have long tails and short, rounded wings. 

Focusing our field glasses on the majestic 
bird sailing through the sky, we at once 
identified him as an accipiter, for he had a 
long, narrow tail, but his wings were short 
and rounded. His great size, larger even 
than the red-tails which we constantly saw 
passing made us certain that he was a 
goshawk, for he was nearly double the 
size of the other two accipiters, the Cooper’s 
hawk and the sharp-shinned hawk. To 
me the sight of that majestic hawk was 
a great event; for the nearest that I had 
ever come to seeing a goshawk was find- 
ing a dead one nailed to a barn door up in 
one of the northern counties of Pennsyl- 
vania. 

After this rare hawk had flown out of 
sight we settled down to the study of the 
more common species. It was a red-tail 
day, and there was hardly a moment when 
one or more of those buteos were not 
floating through the sky. Only the sharp- 
shinned hawks, the smallest of the accipiters, 
exceeded them in numbers. That day we 
counted 230 of those little sky pirates. They 


would flash past like meteors and we could 
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tell them from the larger accipiter, the 
Cooper’s hawk, by the fact that the tail 
of the sharp-shinned is square tipped, while 
the Cooper’s hawk has a rounded tail. 


What a day that was! Altogether we 
saw between three and four hundred hawks, 
thirteen species in all, more kinds in one 
day than one would ordinarily see in two 
years, 


The climax and prize of the day, how- 
ever, came just as we were about to leave. 
Over the crest of.a neighboring mountain 
soared a bird so large and so majestic 
that at first sight we all shouted simultane- 
ously, “Eagle!” The bald eagle, although 
an unusual bird, is not a great rarity, but 
as this bird approached it seemed to have 
a different and more graceful flight than 
the bald eagle, and when it came near we 
saw white patches on the tail with a black 
band beyond and recognized it as that most 
glorious of all the raptores, a golden eagle. 
Few observers indeed in our Eastern States 
ever see a golden eagle, and this one was 
a “life” bird for most of us (a new one to 
add to our “life” lists, kept through the 
years). 

The sun had set when at last we reached 
our car at the base of the mountain, and 
the western sky was aquamarine, with not 
a cloud in it. Then the pale gold full moon 
rose through the sea-green pines, and 
wreaths of mist stole up from the woods 
and shrouded the trees until the moon itself 
gleamed through a rainbow halo as we 
started for home. 


Haverrorp, Pa. 
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Lesson for December 15 





For Family Worship 


By eae te M. — 
The Great Piero Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


December 9 to 15 
Mon.—Ezra 7 : 6-10. 

A Resolute Teacher of the Law. 

Prayer SuccestTions: Ezra and Daniel 

were spiritual twins. “Daniel purposed in 
his heart,” and “Ezra . .. prepared his 
heart.” Both were men of unflinching 
courage in doing the will of God. In spirit, 
practice, and vocation they were one hun- 
dred per cent for God. Their spiritual 
“backbone and grit” are needed now. We 
have a good deal of “half-hearted religion.” 
Too many are attentive to worldly opinion. 
“I conferred not with flesh and blood... 
I WENT” (Gal. 1: 15-17). Pray for the 
Indians of Latin America. 


Tues.—Ezra 8 : 21-23. 
A Praying Teacher of the Law. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Without prayer, 
labor will be without divine blessing here 
and hereafter. Prayer-saturated service, 
other things being equal, will have fruitage 
in the world to come. Thomas E. Stephens 
(founder of the Great Commission Prayer 
League) used to say: “Going to God for 
a lost world must precede going to a lost 
world for God.” Ezra prayed and enlisted 
others in united intercession. “We... be- 
sought our God ... and he was entreated 
of us.” “The hand of our God is upon all 
them for good that seek him.” Pray for 
Latin American youth. 


ee 8: 1-12, 
Ezra Reads the Law to the People. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Ezra was -re- 
quested to read the Law of God publicly 
at the Feast of Trumpets. The public 
reading of the Scriptures generally effects 
a worshipful hush such as preaching can- 
not induce. _We need a Bible reading re- 
vival. The voice of God needsto be heard 
in our -public assemblies. God’s Word is 
full of gripping interest. “Ezra ..-. read 
. from the morning until midday ... 
and the ears of all the people were atten- 
tive.”: Pray for the.true Church of Christ 
in, Latin America. 
Thurs.—Nehemiah 8 : 13-18. 
Observing the Words of the Law. 
Prayer SuGcEsTions: “They ... read 
in the book of the law of the Lord their 
God one fourth part of the day; and an- 
other fourth part they confessed, and wor- 
shipped the Lord their God” (9:3). The 
one great need: of the present day is that 
the Word of God shall be honored in all 
Christian assemblies. Deep, abiding spir- 
itual effects attend the public reading of 
the Word of God. Let us give God’s Word 
its rightful pre-eminent place of honor in 
religious gatherings. Confessions of sin, 
prayer, and holy rervice attend a Bible 
reading revival. Pray for evangelistic work 
in Latin America. 
Fri—2 Chronicles 34 : 14-19. 
Finding the Book of the Law. 
Prayer SuGGESTIONS: The set time to 
favor Zion had come (Psa. 102: 13). 
Josiah, the royal reformer, who was pre- 
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studying in a well organized class. 
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p sabes Symbols, Mysteri i 
Books. You will be fascinated by the seven lessons 
on Christ in the Scriptures, The eight lessons 
on Prophecy will reveal a part of the Bible of un- 
usual richness. Personal Divine Religion, dealt 
with in seven will prove of practical guidance 
in your daily life. ‘the concluding eight lessons on 
Main Bible Doctrines deal with subjects which 
are the very heart of the Bible. _How much a course 
like this will enrich your knowledge of the Bible! 
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dicted three hundreds years before his birth 
(1 Kings 13: 2), was now king. “Like unto 
him was there no king before him, that 
turned to the Lord with all his heart, and 
with all his soul, and with all his might, 
according to all the law of Mosés; neither 
after him arose there any like him” (2 
Kings 23:25). The finding of the Book 
of the law turned the spiritual tide God- 
ward. A rediscovery of God’s Word is our 
present need. “The word of his grace... is 
able to build ... up.” Pray for the dis- 
tribution of the Scriptures in Latin Amer- 
ica. 


Sat.—Psalm 119 : 97-104. Loving God’s Law. 
vA 

Prayer SuGcestions: “O how love 
I thy law! it is my meditation all the day.” 
God hates vain thoughts. Live in the Word 
and you will be thinking God’s thoughts 
after him. You will be wiser than your 
foes and discern the true pathway of life 
and service. Pray for Spanish-American 
missionaries. 


Sun.—Hebrews 10: 19-27. Fellowship with God. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Boldness to enter 
into the holiest [is] by the blood of Jesus.” 
The “new and living way, . . . consecrated 
for us, through the veil, that is to say, his 
flesh,” and Christ’s high priesthood in our 
behalf coupled with a clean heart, a good 
conscience, and the promises of God enable 
one to enter boldly into the very presence 
of God. Life’s sweetest hour is the hour of 
worship. Here we get the glowing heart 
and shining face. Pray for the unchurched 
children of America. 
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